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From the Secretary's desk

Our Annual General Meeting has 
come and gone with yet another 

disappointing attendance.
Other than the committee—

president Trevar Langlands, Colleen 
Parker, Cate Plink, Vince Hatton, 
Stefania McDonald and myself—
only three other members were in 
attendance. The committee thank 
Wyong members Mei-Ling Venning, 
Yvonne Sorensen and Johan Luidens 
for their attendance. 

Unfortunately, due to illness within 
her family, treasurer/membership 
registrar Kay Bakon was unable to 
attend but was re-elected to her 
position for 2017/18.

I am happy to say that, with one 
change, we secured a committee 
for 2017/2018; the change being 
Colleen Parker stepping down as vice 
president. Happily, she accepted a 
general committee role for 2017/18 
which will free her up to concentrate 
on her presidency of Port Macquarie 
FAW and also eliminate her long 
distance travel to attend management 
committee meetings. I commend her 
for her dedication and commitment 
to the FAW. 

Already a busy committee 
member, competition convenor/
publicity officer Cate Plink accepted 
the position of vice president for 
2017/18. 

At the conclusion of the meeting, 
the sincere thanks and 'get well' 
wishes of the Fellowship membership 
were conveyed by me to Writers Voice 
editor, Ken Driver. 

I accepted the role of secretary for 
another year but I, too, am finding it 

harder to travel from Port Stephens 
to meetings and relish the fact that 
Fair Trading's Model Constitution 
now recognises electronic committee 
meetings. 

As president Trevar Langlands 
noted at the meeting, “the survival 
of not just our organisation but 
many other groups will continue to 
be affected in this technological age 
as people are not prepared to meet 
face-to-face any more. The FAW is 
not alone in failing to attract younger 
members; this seems to be getting 
worse everywhere.”

I do enjoy 'meeting' via email, 
phone and in person, some very 
interesting people both from other 
branches and non-members. 

Following the passing of 
Eastwood/Hills member Alan Russell, 
I accepted his role handling the 
ISBN distribution. This has been an 
interesting addition to my secretarial 
role and I would like to record my 
thanks to Thorpe-Bowker's Ruth 
Cartwright for her amazing help and 
patience, also members who were 
very supportive while I was on 'L' 
plates. I think I am on 'P' plates now!

I congratulate Marilyn Sayers 
(formerly of Mudgee Writers) who 
re-located to Griffith and has founded 
a new branch; good news following 
the sad closures of FAWNS and 
Central Coast FAW. It was a rewarding 
experience working with Marilyn. 
I warmly welcome her and her 
Griffith members to our Fellowship. 

Notwithstanding the birth of 
Griffith Riverina FAW, of grave 
concern to me is our falling 
membership, also how much longer 
members of the State Committee can 
continue in their roles. 

The recent branch closures 
were due to lack of members 
which resulted in failure to form a 
committee. It is my personal opinion 
that being an FAW member is more 
about the business of writing than 
being on a committee. I raised this 
question at our recent meeting, the 
committee agreeing that our Public 
Officer Vince Hatton should explore 
the legalities of branches functioning 
on a small committee of say, 
president, secretary and treasurer 
or even, dare I say, no committee at 
all, ALL branch decisions being made 
via OPEN discussion. If committees 
could be dispensed with maybe, just 
maybe, members would stay involved 
and branches would survive, even 
flourish. 

It is my sincere belief changes have 
to be made if we are to survive until 
2028— our 100th year. 

Maureen Kelly OAM 
FAW NSW State Secretary

AGM Report
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FAW NSW Inc. State Council: Biannual Delegates Meetings 
The Executive Committee and Branch Delegates meet the first Saturday of May and 
November each year. Minutes are mailed to each Branch Secretary.
Next meeting: Saturday 4 NOVEMBER 2017—details next issue.  
General Membership and Subscriptions
Membership is open to anyone who has a love for writing—writers, whether amateur 
or professional—or anyone interested in promoting Australian literature. 
AFFILIATION FEES – $40 pa Full Membership ($20 U21/Youth Rate)—due by 
31 DECEMBER each year and paid to the Branch Treasurer where a member attends 
meetings. Cheques/money orders payable to Fellowship of Aust Writers. 
Each Branch sets it own ANNUAL FEE from which the $40 (or $20) affiliation fees are 
forwarded to FAW State Council for costs involved with printing and mailing Writers 
Voice, public liability insurance and administration. 
ISOLATED WRITERS – $46 pa ($51 overseas, $23 Youth U18)—see inside back page. 
Please mail subscriptions to the FAW State Treasurer Kay Bakon (address at left). Please 
make cheques/money orders payable to ‘Fellowship of Australian Writers’. 
PAYMENTS VIA ONLINE BANKING: 
BSB: 082-936  Account: 172389833  Account name: Fellowship of Australian Writers. 
Please include your name as identification for payment. 
Writing Fellows
FAW Writing Fellows are listed here: <fawnsw.org.au/membership/writing-fellows/>. 
The broad criteria for this class of membership, are that the applicant should have had a 
substantial body of work published and should normally have been a member of the FAW 
for at least two years. A committee of the State Council adjudicates on each application, 
which should be forwarded to the Registrar of Writing Fellows, FAW State Council, 
C/- Hon Sec. 22 Promontory Way, North Arm Cove NSW 2324.  The application should:
a)  be accompanied by a $50.00 cheque, payable to ‘Fellowship Aust. Writers’.
b)  indicate the Branch where the applicant is currently a member and the number of 

years of FAW membership.
c) have attached a list of published, performed or broadcast works, with dates and 

details of publication. Also list any literary prizes awarded, although such works may 
be unpublished. Unpaid contributions to newspapers etc. and self-published works 
(unless widely sold and acclaimed) should not be included.

The one-time fee of $50.00 will be used to cover costs of administration and cost of 
certificate. Excess funds will be used to further the work of the FAW. If the application 
is unsuccessful, the cheque will be returned, perhaps with a suggestion to re-submit an 
application when a greater body of work has been published.
Distinguished Service Award
This annual award recognises FAW members confidentially recommended by their 
Branch Committees and approved by the DSA Assessment Committee. DSA members 
will be honoured in the following way: successful candidates will be presented with 
certificates acknowledging their outstanding service at the Annual Awards Luncheon 
and in addition, a permanent Honour Roll in Writers’ Voice lists the names of recipients, 
as well as on the website <fawnsw.org.au/about-us/distinguished-service-awards/>.
Guidelines for assessing recommendations for Distinguished Service Awards:
1. Recommendations must be as a result of a unanimous decision of a current Branch 

Committee.
2. Qualifications to include the following features: 

(a) Length of service as a current financial member to be at least ten (10) years. 
(b) Required to have a regular attendance record at Branch Meetings. 
(c) Required to have participated in activities organised by the Branch Committee on 

a regular basis for at least eight years or to have served on the Branch Committee 
for at least eight  years.

3. All recommendations to be submitted to the DSA Assessment Committee, C/-  
Hon Sec. 22 Promontory Way, North Arm Cove NSW 2324, by 30 June of each year.

4. A committee comprising the State President, the Vice President, the Secretary and 
the Treasurer will assess recommendations. The DSA Committee’s decision is final.

ISBN 
Members requiring their FREE ISBN (one number per publication) should contact the 
FAW Secretary Maureen Kelly <honsecretary@fawnsw.org.au>. 
Public Fund
Donations of $2.00 and over to this account are tax deductible. When there are sufficient 
funds, Branches may approach State Council for an amount for a specific purpose. Without 
donations FAW cannot grow and achieve this aim. When a member makes a donation, a 
note of his/her Branch is made.
FAW Manuscript Assessment Service
Critical reading with general criticism, editing including interpolation of articles, short 
stories and novels. A fee applies of $50 ($60 non-members) for a sample assessment of 
2 chapters up to 7,000 words and $25 ($30 non-members) for 1 or 2 poems of no more 
than 60 lines each.  A detailed quote for the critical assessment of the remaining work 
will be supplied should the author require further editorial or constructive advice. For 
manuscripts, please include a synopsis and approximate word count and a stamped 
self-addressed envelope for return of all the assessments. For further information phone 
0417 403 720 or write to FAW Assessment Service, C/- Hon Sec. 22 Promontory Way, 
North Arm Cove NSW 2324.

General correspondence:  
Hon. Secretary, FAW NSW Inc.  

22 Promontory Way 
NORTH ARM COVE  NSW  2324

Internet: <www.fawnsw.org.au>
Facebook: <www.facebook.com/FAWNSW>

Patrons:
Prof. GA Wilkes, 

Prof. E. Webby am, faha, 
Ms Patti Miller ba, ma

State President:
Trevar Langlands – 0402 209 267 

<president@fawnsw.org.au>
Vice President: 

Cate Plink – 0458 375 256
<vicepresident@fawnsw.org.au> 

Hon. Secretary: 
Maureen Kelly oam – 0417 403 720  

<honsecretary@fawnsw.org.au>
Hon. Treasurer & Membership Registrar: 

Kay Bakon – 4321 0935 
Unit 801, Henry Kendall Gardens,  

150 Maidens Brush Road, WYOMING NSW 2250 
<treasurer@fawnsw.org.au>

Publicity Officer and Competition Convenor: 
Cate Plink – 0458 375 256

<compconvenor@fawnsw.org.au>
General Committee Members: 

Colleen Parker – 6583 3997 
<parkerpattinson2@bigpond.com>

Stefania McDonald – 9724 5771 
<gencom@fawnsw.org.au>

General Committee Member and Public Officer: 
Vince Hatton 

Isolated Writers Convenor: 
Carolyn Cash – 0427 895 574

<isolatedwriters@fawnsw.org.au>
Webmaster: 

<webmaster@fawnsw.org.au>

Fellowship 
of Australian 
Writers NSW Inc.
ABN 59 557 152 715

WRITERS VOICE  ISSN 0817-0746
The official Bulletin of the Fellowship of Australian Writers NSW Inc  
is published quarterly. Opinions expressed are those of the 
individual authors and not necessarily those of the FAW or the 
editor. The editor reserves the right to edit or delete submissions 
for length, content, or policy.  All advertisements and items 
are accepted in good faith but the FAW NSW Inc cannot accept 
responsibility for misrepresentation by advertisers nor does 
inclusion of any item imply endorsement by FAW NSW Inc.

Editor: Ken Driver. Copy for submission should be sent to:
The Editor, Writers’ Voice
65 Barbara Boulevard, Seven Hills NSW 2147
Tel: (02) 9831 6808
Email: <wveditor@fawnsw.org.au> 

 QUARTERLY COPY DEADLINES:  
15 AUGUST , 15 NOVEMBER, 15 FEBRUARY, 15 MAY 
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State Council News
From the President

DISTINGUIShED SERVICE AWARD  
hONOUR ROLL

Denise Aldridge
Carolyn Alfonzetti
Patricia Allen
Gavin Austin
Barbara Aylott
Eileen Backhus*
Margaret Barlow
Miriam Bates
Cyril Bentley*
Meryl Bentley*

Elaine Burton
Ken Challenor
Jan Dean
Beryl Dundas*
Margaret Ekin
Thelma Flower*
Eileen Gray
Pip Griffin
Mavis Gunter 
Mavis Hayes

Margaret Jackson
John Jacobs
Maureen Kelly oam
Lyn Leerson 
Pat Lindsay
Helen Luidens*
Vince Morrison
Peter F Pike
Margaret Robinson*
Rina Robinson 

Alan Russell*
Albert Scott
Bridget Sharp
Dr John Sheppard
Margot Shugg
Barbara Snel
Dorothe Squires-Cooper
Frank Urban
Margaret Wilkinson
Margaret Young

*Deceased

This has been a good year in some 
respects but not without its 

problems. I can only say a thousand 
‘thank you’s to my Committee and 
members. To my state Committee, 
you have been the engine house 
of our FAW with your wonderful 
capabilities—stoking the fires and 
keeping them burning. To Committee 
members and also the Committee of 
our many branches I thank you all as 
you are all the life blood of our FAW 
which has been running in our veins 
since 1928. 

Carolyn Cash has been doing a 
remarkable job with Isolated Writers, 
a real work from the heart job and 
I thank her so much as our Isolated 
Writers have been kept part of us so 
well. I hear nothing but good of you 
Carolyn.

I'm sorry Ken Driver has had such 
a bad time with his health , he is so 
vital to us with Writers Voice, but not 
only that we all care so much about 
him as a friend. Many of us get to 
be with him at the annual luncheon 
and it’s great to meet up personally 
with this real nice gentleman and 
colleague.

Vince Hatton is the newest 
member of our Committee and I want 
to say thank you for your ideas and 
input within discussions.

Colleen (former vice president, 
now a General Committee member), 
Maureen, Kay, Cate (competition 
convenor, now also vice president), 
Vince, Stefania, Carolyn, Ken, all give 
their utmost from the heart and I 
hope we can continue with people 
such as this and their wonderful 
example.

Like all societies in this technical 
age we need new blood to prolong 
our organisation for many years to 
come.

Thanks to Maureen Kelly for 
taking over the issuing of ISBNs, an 
important service of the FAW as it 
involves members and their written 
works.

As usual I have enjoyed all my activities as President and am happy to 
continue my role further on into 2018.

Sorry I cannot get to all functions as President or make visits to Member 
meetings. It is difficult as I do not like night driving and this prohibits me when 
the days are short and darkness claims us, however I do what I can as I also 
manage the office and do the radio show—good PR for our FAW as it allows 
me to spread the word more and it also gives members the chance to promote 
their work with me on air. 

Thank you all again 
Trevar Langlands

FAW NSW 2017/18 Management Committee: 

Trevar Langlands
President

Colleen Parker
General Committee

Stefania McDonald
General Committee

Vince Hatton
General Committee & 

Public Officer

Carolyn Cash
Isolated Writers 

Convenor

Maureen Kelly OAM
Hon. Secretary

Kay Bakon
Hon. Treasurer

Cate Plink
Vice President &  

Competition Convenor
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State Council News
Fellowship of Australian Writers NSW Inc. 

FINANCIAL SUMMARy yEAR ENDED 31 MARCh 2017

STATEMENT OF CASh FLOWS FOR yEAR ENDED 31 MARCh 2017

FELLOWSHIP OF AUSTRALIAN WRITERS NSW INCORPORATED
FINANCIAL SUMMARY YEAR END 31 MARCH 2017

2017 2016

WORKING AWARD TRUST TOTAL WORKING AWARD TRUST TOTAL
ACCOUNT ACCOUNT ACCOUNT ACCOUNT

INCOME
Advertising 0.00 0.00 90.00 90.00
Affiliation 16,283.00 16,283.00 13,745.00 13,745.00
Affiliation - Isolated Writers 1,334.00 1,334.00 1,150.00 1,150.00
Book Sales 499.00 499.00 484.00 484.00
Competition Entries 1,712.00 1,712.00 972.00 972.00
Grant 2,000.00 2,000.00 0.00
Interest 595.77 1,263.68 1,859.45 703.14 1,392.36 2,095.50
Luncheon/Raffles 1,440.00 1,440.00 1,995.00 1,995.00
Miscellaneous Income 15.00 15.00 150.07 150.07
Writing Fellows 0.00 0.00 50.00 50.00
Write back stale cheque 0.00 175.00 175.00

TOTAL INCOME 23,878.77 1,263.68 25,142.45 19,339.21 1,567.36 20,906.57

EXPENSES
Advertising & Publicity 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
Audit Fees 310.00 310.00 300.00 300.00
Bulletin 21,755.00 21,755.00 13,920.28 13,920.28
Depreciation 210.00 210.00 105.00 105.00
Early Bird Award 50.00 50.00 0.00 0.00
Filing Fees 54.00 54.00 53.00 53.00
Functions & Luncheon 1,890.00 1,890.00 2,310.00 2,310.00
Grant 2,000.00 2,000.00 0.00
Insurance 1,656.61 1,656.61 1,822.86 1,822.86
Judging Expenses 2,166.50 2,166.50 416.00 416.00
Petty Cash 487.06 487.06 274.69 274.69
Prizes 150.00 150.00 160.00 160.00
Rent 57.20 57.20 57.20 57.20
Sundry Expenses 256.00 256.00 50.00 50.00
Website 392.00 392.00 330.00
Workshop Travel & Accommodation 0.00 0.00 900.00 900.00
Prizes 2,600.00 2,600.00 950.00 950.00

TOTAL EXPENSES 31,434.37 2,600.00 34,034.37 20,699.03 950.00 21,319.03

OPERATING SURPLUS/(DEFICIT) (7,555.60)$ (1,336.32)$ (8,891.92)$ (1,359.82) 617.36$ (412.46)

REPRESENTED BY
Working Accounts 17,988.22 743.07 18,731.29 25,333.82 343.07 25,676.89
Public Fund Account 67.88 67.88 67.88 67.88
Term Deposits 24,284.48 55,398.56 79,683.04 24,284.48 57,134.88 81,419.36
Non-current Assets 735.00 735.00 945.00 945.00

ACCUMULATED FUNDS 43,075.58 56,141.63 99,217.21 50,631.18 57,477.95 108,109.13

FELLOWSHIP OF AUSTRALIAN WRITERS NSW INCORPORATED

STATEMENT OF CASH FLOWS
FOR YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2017

2017 2016

Total of all bank accounts as at 1 April 2016 49,686.18$ 51,991.00$

Cash was generated from
Depreciation 210.00$ 105.00$

Cash was applied to
Deficit for year (7,555.60)$ (1,359.82)$
Acquisition of non-current assets (1,050.00)$

Total of all bank accounts as at 31 March 2017 42,340.58$ 49,686.18$

Liability limited by a scheme approved under Professional Standards Legislation
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FAW Branch Reports
BLUE MOUNTAINS FAW

Our Group is vibrant and turning 
out excellent work with Kerry 

Healy-Binns at the helm keeping our 
creative juices flowing to productive 
effect. Cynthia Hallam published a 
new poetic work: New Horizons, a 
very readable collection of poems. 
It is Cynthia’s sixth book of poetry 
through Ginninderra Press.

Our May meeting was a special 
event with a visit from Marilla North 
presenting her latest work Yarn 
Spinners. It is a personal and detailed 
story of three Australian Women 
writers whose careers span the 
period from the nineteen-thirties 
to fifties: Dymphna Cusack, Miles 
Franklin and Florence James [see 
Trevar’s book launch report page 17]. 

Marilla gave us an enthusiastic 
and spirited description of her 
work together with an interesting 
account of the foundation of the 
FAW where Dymphna Cusack was an 
important figure. The afternoon was 
well attended with several visitors, 
and two booksellers accompanying 
Marilla North. 

John Smith 

EASTWOOd/HILLS FAW 
What a varied program of writing 
we have had at Eastwood/Hills 

this quarter, from researching your 
topic before you even begin writing, 
to writing emotionally to writing 
poetically. I am sure it is this varied 
program which encourages the great 
success we as a group are having with 
publication and prize winning on a 
national and international level. 

March saw us exploring old 
photographs and newspaper articles 
in an attempt to find stories which we 
were inspired to write, then viewing 
and discussion of possible places 
where we could find the information 
needed to write a credible story. Anne 
Benjamin told/reminded us of Trove, 
State and National Libraries, both 
here and overseas, census records 
and obituary notices to name but a 
few of the many places a writer has 
at their disposal to find relevant facts 
about a proposed story. 

Laura Davis had us laughing, 
gasping and weeping in equal 
measure as she presented the second 
of her workshops on emotional 
writing: Writing About Emotional 
Wounds. We explored wound themes 
and wounded characters in the works 
of writers from Shakespeare and 
Austen and those which we were able 
to recall and share.

In May, Anne Howard took us 
back to basics with her workshop on 
building various forms of Structured 
Verse. We discussed Rhythm, meter 
and rhyme and the poetic types. The 
highlight of the day for many of us 
was the recording of some of the 
original poets reciting their own poems.

We have a few busy months 
coming up at Eastwood/Hills with 
our Annual Literary Competition 
closing at the end of May and then 
the huge work of reading, sorting out 
entries which qualify, then judging to 
find our shortlisted entries and finally 
our winners. 

We are also looking forward to two 
great workshops in the next quarter 
both from guest speakers, which 
any FAW members and friends are 
welcome to attend. In June, Children's, 
YA and Adult author Pamela Freeman 
will be our guest, speaking on Writing 
for Older (Children) Readers. July 
will see group favourite Jacqui Winn 
return to do some ‘Troubleshooting’ 
(and teaching us how to do the same) 

For Short Stories. Finally in August, 
after much hard work on the part 
of judges and entrants alike, we will 
hold our Annual Literary Competition 
Presentation Day. All are welcome.

Artelle Lenthall 

EUROBOdALLA FAW
After the election of officers at 
the AGM for 2017 on 5th April 
officers are… President: Rosie Toth, 
Vice President: Margaret Barlow, 
Secretary: shared, Treasurer: Dianne 
Wiggins, Publicity: Louise Falcioni 
(Press), Eileen Dillon-Smith (Writers 
Voice), Rosie Toth (Communication), 
Web: Suzanne Newnham, Night 
Group Liaison: Suzanne Newnham.

Some very interesting and 
entertaining work is being presented 
each meeting from both the Drabble 
(100 words) and the 1000 word 
suggested topics and also members’ 
own work. Writing on a given topic 
for exactly 100 words is quite a 
challenging task.

One of our members made an 
exchange visit to the Shoalhaven 
Writers’ Group. The topic for the 
meeting was, ‘Throwing caution to 
the wind’. Afterwards a discussion 
was held promoting exchange visits 
between the two groups.

The workshop with Chris 
Andrews on 19th April was aimed 
at encouraging the 10 members 
involved in writing a collective 
Novella [photo next page]. Through 
the process we quickly had a 
Logline, Theme and Hook as well 
as being on the way to outlining 
what is motivating the characters 
and what is standing in their way, 
which then becomes the source of 
conflict to engage readers. It is a 
challenging project but an exciting 
and stimulating one as well.

Simultaneously, our regular 
programme is operating on our 
website <eurobodallawriters.org>. 

If you would like to know more, 
contact Rosie Toth 0437 627 756 
or come to one of our meetings at 
the McKay Centre, Page St, Moruya. 
Meetings are held 6.30–8.30 pm, 1st 
Tuesday and 10.30–2.30pm, 1st and 
3rd Wednesdays of each month. 

Eileen Dillon-Smith 

Marilla North signs a copy of her book  ‘Yarn 
Spinners’ at the Blue Mountains May meeting. 
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FOREST FAW 
We have had an influx of new 
members this year resulting in a 
decision to cap the membership to 
eighteen. Our meeting room at the 
Forestville Community Centre is 
small with an allotted time restricted 
to two hours. It was felt that too large 
a group would inhibit opportunities 
for members to present and discuss 
their work. We are now enjoying a 
capacity membership of a diverse 
group of writers, poets, different age 
groups and talents.

Our AGM was held in March with 
no changes to the Office Bearer 
positions. All were agreeable to 
continue to give generously of their 
time to plan and organise workshops 
and writing challenges for another 
year. The workshop this month 
was presented by our president, 
Maureene Fries. Maureene displayed 
spectacular images on a whiteboard 
and asked members to choose one 
and write an outline for a story to 
include a description of a setting, two 
characters and dialogue. Members 
found the use of an image to be a 
useful tool for inspiration and to kick 
start creative juices.

In April we were challenged by 
Catherine Smith to write a memoir 
in ninety one words. We enjoyed 
reading entries from The Gotham 
Writers Workshop 91-Word Memoir 
Contest before attempting to write 
our own stories. Each word needed 
to be carefully chosen to create vivid 
images using precise language. This 
was an exercise aimed to achieve 
concise and effective writing.

Six members of our branch 
decided to form a splinter group 
called, Read and Comment, to work on 
refining their writing skills in poetry, 

short stories and novels in progress. 
This has become an informal group 
committed to critiquing each other’s 
work, bouncing off ideas to solve 
dilemmas, uncover unforseen issues 
and find fresh and new perspectives. 
It offers members an opportunity to 
step outside their creative bubbles 
and include others in their creative 
writing process.

Members’ achievements to date 
have been many. On April 23, Sophie 
Chenoweth launched her second book 
of poetry, ELYSIAN DREAMS, Songs 
from the Soul. We enjoyed a delicious 
light luncheon followed by Sophie’s 
author talk and poetry reading. 
Our other poets, Gillian Williams, 
Catherine Smith and Beatrice Yell 
have also had poems published. Their 
achievements have been listed under 
‘Literary Achievements’ in this issue, 
as well as Pamela Mawbey and Meg 
Dunn’s successful publications of a 
short story.

In the months ahead, our members 
are looking forward to exciting 
writing opportunities and fun 
workshops inspiring us to put pen to 
paper and fingers to keyboards.

Mary Ann Napper

GRIFFITH RIvERINA— 
New BrANCH
Hi to all FAW NSW members. My 
name is Marilyn Sayer and I have 
recently opened a new branch called 
Griffith Riverina FAW. I was a 
member of the Mudgee group when 
I lived there and thoroughly enjoyed 
our meetings. My husband and I 
moved to Griffith because of his job. 
I was surprised to find there was no 
FAW group here as it is quite a large 
place. 

I did a bit of advertising and the 
local paper also interviewed me 
about the group which was a big help. 
We have held two meetings and at 
time of writing have about twelve 
members and growing steadily. The 
meetings have gone well and the 
group has a great deal of talent. 
Everybody is very keen and we all 
have fun! 

We held our first meeting on 
23rd March 2017 [photos next page]. 
Elected were President: Marilyn Sayer, 
Treasurer: Carmel La Rocca and 
Secretary: Sharon Brazewell. 

The local council has approached 
me about writing workshops and that 
is in the works as we speak; we are 
also approaching the local schools to 
start a few writing competitions for 
them.

Our official name is the Griffith 
Riverina FAW and we are here to stay! 
The future is looking bright.

Marilyn Sayer, President

HUNTER FAW 
Because of demographic forces such 
as aging, changes of address, health 
etc, our group has shrunk to seven 
members who despite their meagre 
numbers form an enthusiastic 
group pursuing excellence in 
writing poetry and prose. We trial 
differing curricula in our meetings, 
having practiced writing to a theme, 
stimulus writing, setting homework, 
workshops generated by members or 
by individuals more experienced in 
writing or publishing than us. 

At the moment we are focussing 
on critique, so we bring a piece of 
writing on which we would like an 
opinion and express honest views 
relying on our own expertise.

Our members have been successful 
both in poetry competitions and in 
producing work for publication.

Our meetings are always 
interesting and fun as members 
bring in such varied work. Recently 
we have been experimenting with 
alternate venues but have decided 
to continue to meet at The Junction 
Hotel in Beaumont St Hamilton as 
this is convenient both in time and 
location.

eurobodalla workshop attendees (l-r): Suzanne Newnham, Dianne wiggins, rosie Toth,  
workshop presenter Chris Andrews, Gillian McNamara, rhonda Casey, eileen Dillon-Smith. 

cont.next page…
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hunter FAW     
cont. from previous page 

FAW Branch Reports
Hunter FAW is hosting writer 

Marilla North to talk about the 
genesis and production of her newly 
published book called Yarn Spinners 
[see Trevar’s book launch report 
p17—Ed.] This event is happening on 
Wednesday, 2nd August at 10:15 am 
at ‘The Junction’ at Hamilton. Her talk 
will be enjoyed by anyone interested 
in Australian women writers and 
historical biography. A donation of 
$5 would be appreciated and lunch is 
available in the dining room .

We welcome new members and 
look forward to a productive year.

Luciana Croci

LAKE MACQUARIE FAW
The group’s February meeting was 
cancelled due to extreme weather 
(mid 40s on the day of the meeting) 
so members were eager to catch up 
again by March. Our new venue, The 
Community Hub in Toronto, proved 
spacious and accommodating now 
that our member numbers are growing.

To begin our March meeting we 
heard from Jacqui Hemsley, Lake 
Macquarie Council’s Manager of 
Cultural Services, on the inaugural 
Cultural Plan being prepared for Lake 
Macquarie. The Plan was, at the time 
of our meeting, in its consultation 
period. Our group later contributed 
some thoughts for the plan.

The main focus of the March 
meeting was a small workshop 
on Travel Writing, presented by 
member Pam Garfoot. The workshop 
explained the nature of travel writing 
(as distinct from travel memoir) and 
its terminology. Also covered was 
information about the structure 
and different types of travel articles. 
Most importantly we learnt some 
techniques for producing engaging 
and well-targeted travel articles, and 
some tips for getting started.

In April our group did not meet 
formally, choosing instead to allow 
members to attend sessions of the 
Newcastle Writers Festival. The 
Festival’s program was full and varied. 
Several members were able to attend, 
meeting up at various times in the 
downstairs bookshop and ‘pop up’ 
coffee shop. We came away with a 
renewed interest in both writing and 
reading, and with a whole heap of 
new books on our ‘to read’ lists.

Pam Garfoot 

LIvERpOOL FAW 
Not a great deal to report this time. 
Our numbers have fluctuated over 
the past year with members moving 
house, or due to illness and other 
family issues. However those of us 
who attend our Meetings are well 
looked after as far as our writing 
and critiques are concerned. Our In-
House workshops keep our minds 
ticking over—presenting us with 
tasks and problems to be tackled in a 
Group manner. We can’t help but take 
the extra knowledge home with us 
where it will benefit us when used in 
our personal writing.

We are also looking again at a 
Group Workshop—separate from our 
monthly Meetings—to learn and use 
the art of bookbinding and publishing 
our own work. It is a big job but 
should be successful if enthusiasm 
has anything to do with it!

Rhonda Rice 

MACARTHUR FAW 
Our most recent guest speaker was 
Jeff McGill, editor of the Macarthur 
Chronicle and a former editor of 
the St. George and Sutherland Shire 

Members of the new Griffith riverina branch at their inaugural meeting (story previous page). 
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Leader. Jeff took a conversational 
approach, provoking discussion on 
a wide variety of matters, including 
the demands of writing newspaper 
copy, current literary convention, 
and his own keen interest in local 
history. He stressed the importance 
of proof reading, even for an 
experienced editor. A member of 
the Campbelltown Historical Society, 
Jeff invited comments on a book 
he is writing. It is about one of his 
pioneering ancestors and is set in 
the Hunter Region. The title is Wild 
Flower and we look forward to seeing 
it in print. 

July will see another guest speaker, 
Celia Gannon, who also writes on the 
subject of family history. More about 
this next time. 

In April we heard from aviation 
writer Cathy Hobson who read us 
an article she had written about an 
early woman pilot by the name of 
Evelyn Follet. Since my last report, 
Cathy has had four items published 
in Airnews, the magazine of the 
Australian Women Pilots’ Association; 
quite an achievement as each 
one requires months of research, 
including interviews. These accounts 
are interesting not only for their 
biographical content but also for their 
historical context. 

Our group has suffered a great 
loss with the passing of Graham H 
Smith. A published poet, Graham was 
a skilled linguist as well as being a 
distinguished scholar of theology. He 
also had a vast general knowledge, 
something that became only too 
evident during Christmas Trivia 
contests. Graham had recently had 
the satisfaction of seeing a collection 
of his war poems published under 
the title McDonald’s Empire. We are 
grateful to the two branch members 
who represented us at the funeral 
of this remarkable man and extend 
heartfelt condolences to his family.

The banner which I have 
previously mentioned finally arrived 
in time to be shown to members 
at the April meeting. Ready to be 
displayed at our next public event, it 
looks very attractive, especially with 
the official FAW logo incorporated 
into the design. A special word of 

thanks to Paul Phillips for overseeing 
this project.

Our bi-monthly short story 
competition continues to be 
popular, the winner of the last two 
being Victoria Chie. The current 
competition is open only to writers 
who have not previously won. 

As Winter draws near, it is always a 
pleasure to spend a few hours curled 
up with a good book, or better still, 
writing. 

Bernard Smith

NORTH ARM COvE FAW 
Twenty-one members renewed their 
membership for 2017 and we also 
welcomed a new member to the 
branch, Maureen Guthrie-Horwill. 

The primary school short story 
writing competition was launched 
in February for students Karuah 
and Tea Gardens Grades 5/6, closing 
date July 31, 2017. Again, this year, 
the competition has been warmly 
embraced by both schools.

The 'townies project:' A fictitious 
township Matilda Bay, first settled 
in 1833 following a massive storm 
where the sailing ship Matilda May 
foundered on a nearby reef, has been 
created by a group of members. Their 
stories are related to characters living 
in the town in the 1980s. The writers 
hold regular monthly meetings to 
discuss plots, characters and events; 
their aim to publish a book centred 
around Matilda Bay towards the end 
of 2017. 

So far this year writing 
assignments have included triggers 
such as an ambulance, an item left 
too long in the fridge, your home, a 
work table/desk, a washing machine 
and inside a spaceship. These have all 
produced some excellent writing with 
special mention to 'an item left too 
long in the fridge' taking top writing 
honours! Members are concentrating 
on the spooky subject of ghost 
writing at the present time. 

At the beginning of May everyone 
was thrilled to celebrate the launch 
of two members' books. Garry Boyd 
published his sixth novel, Bent Arm 
and Ron Stewart published his 
second novel, Red Buddha [see story 
and photo, ‘Roundup’ page 14]. 

Fundraising this year will include a 
poetry night and a raffle every three 
months with the highlight of 2017 
being a gathering to celebrate the 
20th anniversary of the founding of 
the branch in September, 1997.

Attendees at the very first 
meeting of the branch were already 
Isolated Writers members so it was 
a foregone conclusion to affiliate to 
the Fellowship of Australian Writers 
NSW Inc as a branch in January, 1998. 
With this in mind, members will 
organise a Spring/20th anniversary 
lunch in mid-October to celebrate this 
milestone event. 

Maureen Kelly 

pORT MACQUARIE HASTINGS FAW 
Life in the Port Macquarie Hastings is 
vibrant and busy. We have held two 
meetings in April because of the 5 
weeks available. Our AGM was held in 
March and we have a new committee 
consisting of President, Colleen 
Parker; Vice President Joié Black; 
Hon. Secretary, Beth Anderson and 
Hon. Treasurer Walter Van Hoorn. 

Settling in the new committee with 
all that entails, eg. bank signatures 
and explanation of dealing with FAW 
head office and the roles of each is 
now all sorted. 

We have had some of our 'elders' 
pass which is always unsettling for 
a branch and as well we held the 
launch of our branch anthology 
titled, Heartbeat of the Hastings. We 
are pleased with our sales numbers 
selling half of what we published in 
just the first month. 

We have had some in-house 
workshops to share our knowledge. 
Many of us attended a 3-Day writing 
Festival organised by the Grassroots 
Writers and hosted this year in Port 
Macquarie. Colleen conducted one 
of the workshops on Publishing and 
her daughter, Brooke conducted one 
on Using the computer for formatting 
documents with minimal effort. The 
publishing covered traditional, co-
operative- vanity- self-publishing and 
electronic publishing and unravelling 
the whole minefield. The formatting 
session included simple tricks, many 
short-cuts and safeguard suggestions 

cont.next page…
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FAW Branch Reports
when preparing manuscripts for 
editors or for printers directly. The 
'feedback survey' sheets from both 
Sessions were positive and received 
5s from a possible 6. 

Our first April meeting was a full 
discussion of sharing our information 
as participants of the other 
workshops. We attempted to attend 
different sessions and take notes for 
sharing which worked out well. We 
all agreed that these types of Festivals 
are excellent for networking and 
any writer wanting to be successful 
should try to attend at least one in 
their lifetime. 

Our second April meeting topic 
was Headlines and Titles and the 
importance of making them clear 
and to mean what you intend them 
to mean. Colleen read one which said, 

“Lleyton Hewitt says, Nick Kygrios 
capable of causing serious damage 
at the French Open”. Does that mean 
his tennis has improved or that his 
temper will be on display…did the 
newspaper Editor intend to have 
fun with Lleyton's comment? Some 
really good discussion followed with 
members agreeing that they will 
think deeply when writing a headline 
or titling their stories in future. 

It is refreshing to have a few new 
members this year and their input 
has been enlightening, interesting 
and also a lot of fun.

Colleen Parker

SHOALHAvEN FAW
With only a couple of weeks at time of 
writing before the closing date of the 
Shoalhaven literary Award, (May 27) 
the mail box is filling up and our well 
respected Judge, Laurie Stead in WA 
will soon have his hands full. 

We have had busy meetings this 
quarter, with our numbers climbing 
so that at the last meeting the 
gentleman writers were almost equal 
in number to the women. Roll on 
equality. 

We had a splendid workshop from 
Jill Farrer in March, and in April, 
Bonnie Kennedy ran the meeting with 
an iron hand in the absence of the 

President. In May we discussed the 
use of adjectives, singly and together, 
and layering descriptive phrases one 
upon the other to create a picture. 

We discussed our traditional 
five minute free writing and looked 
at new ideas, and decided that we 
would do copies for everyone of 
homework so that we can engender 
some comments from the group. 
Critiquing each other’s homework 
will surely make our meetings even 
more lively. 

Jenny Dickerson

SOUTHERN HIGHLANdS FAW 
We have changed the time and 
dates of our monthly meetings—see 

‘Branch Meetings & Contacts’ page 26. 
Following our AGM in March we 

now have a vital new committee: 
President, Luisa de Vere; Vice 
President, Brian Haydon; Secretary, 
Barb Angell; Treasurer, Kath 
Litchfield; Members, William Davies 
and Sylvia Bevan. 

The first activity under the new 
committee has been to inaugurate 
a series of informal gatherings 
that take place in between our 
monthly meetings. These are held 
at the homes of members who are 
interested in writing prose. It was 
inspired by the success of a similar 
gathering of our poetry specialists 
which started years ago and is an 
ongoing passion of our recently 
retired President Ken Challenor. The 
rest of us scribes have held three 
gatherings so far, all well attended at 
the homes of Barb, Sylvia and Luisa, 
while our May event will take place 
chez Kath. Hours of happy discussion 
ensue on various subjects of writing, 
editing, presentation, opportunities, 
contacts, books and much more, and 
the energy and resulting inspiration 
is high.

Winners of our premier Margaret 
Cech Writing Competition have been 
announced—see ‘Competition Results’ 
page 21. This ongoing and, hopefully, 
upcoming National Competition is 
for prose as well as poetry and was 
initially restricted to children and 
adults from all over Wingecarribee 
Shire. The Awards Presentation took 
place at WSC Theatrette on Friday 

evening March 31 and was attended 
by more than 50 enthusiasts and 
winners. 

As Editor of our 2017 Anthology, 
which will be ready this year in time 
to be a Christmas gift, I can confirm 
that our writers are contributing 
some first-class works in both prose 
and poetry (the latter being overseen 
by Ken Challenor) and it is a pleasure 
to produce this book on behalf of 
FAWSH. We are concentrating on 
improving many of the technical 
aspects of writing, especially self-
editing, and these heightened skills 
are already paying us dividends in 
quality. Every writer should train 
the eye to see and the brain to hear 
various common weaknesses in our 
writing techniques. We all have them 
and we must learn to recognize them 
so that the work that we submit for 
publication is at the highest standard 
we can currently achieve. As writers, 
we must never stop learning.

Our web site is building and a visit 
to <fawsh.wordpress.com> supplies 
our members with a variety of 
study and exercise papers as well as 
offering some of our work for your 
consideration.

Gregory Tome’s poetry book 
Watching from the Shadows has been 
published by Ginninderra Press—see 

‘Bookshelf ’ back page. 
A concentrated Membership Drive 

has been launched and our numbers 
are growing rapidly. We are moving 
towards accepting and encouraging 
Junior membership of FAWSH that 
will contribute through our web site 
and establish what we hope will 
be an ongoing rapport to carry this 
Branch forward well into the future.

Happy writing!
Dr Barb Angell  

STROUd FAW
Members’ contributions to our 
Anthology have been growing over 
the past three months to the extent 
that we have in excess of sixty entries. 
What a great achievement. All our 
members have been given a USB 
stick containing every entry and 
now begins the task of editing and 
appraisal. This will keep us busy 
for the next few months as we want 

Port Macquarie hastings      
cont. from previous page 
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to make sure that this Anthology is 
faultless.

During the past month our 
members willingly accepted the job 
of judging the entries in a poetry 
competition undertaken by another 
FAW group. We found this to be a 
challenging and rewarding activity. 
Our effort in selecting the winner 
and place-getters, together with the 
feedback we were able to give, was 
much appreciated by the competition 
entrants.

Several members of Stroud Writers 
will be undertaking the reading of a 
play written by one of our Night Owls, 
Sharon Burke, which she has trans - 
cribed from a story she wrote. This 
reading was performed in front of the 
Stroud Support Services when we had 
the benefit of gauging audience 
reaction. It is hoped that the play will 
be included in our Anthology. This 
exercise has reinforced how much 
harder it is to write a play than a story.

Member, Peter Uren, briefly set 
aside his series of novels about 
classic British motorcycles to publish 
a booklet of thirty poems called Time 
and Tide. Peter began writing poetry 
to help with the pressures of caring 
for his wife and son, together with 
the demands of his job as a senior 
manager in the Defence Department. 
His poems tell the story of his life’s 
journey over the past seventeen 
years. A limited number are available 
for sale at $10 each. 

Hilary Heanly

SUTHERLANd SHIRE FAW 
Sutherland branch has continued 
its focus on genre writing in the 
short story format, but not excluding 
poetry and play scripts, with 
members sharing their expertise 
in different genres. Our members 
Kurt Ulmer and Frank Maguire 
shared their expertise in writing 
creatively and how to write humour. 
Kurt gave a talk and workshop on 
creativity and imagination in fiction 
writing. As a preamble to the ideas of 
creativity, the discourses of Friedrich 
Dürrenmatt on absurd drama, 
and Edward de Bono on lateral 
thinking, famous for his ‘6 Thinking 

Hats’ teaching methodology were 
discussed. 

We participated in a creative 
brainstorming activity to generate 
unusual writing ideas and a re-
writing activity. We all felt our 
imaginations tested as these ideas 
took us out of our comfort zone. 

In March, our member Frank 
looked at notable humourists and 
their techniques in their writing and 
how to incorporate humour in our 
writing. He covered satire and irony 
in fiction.

Earlier in the year, Graham Yates, 
organiser of a competition of short 10 
minute plays called Crash Test Drama, 
talked to the group. Drama scripts 
are submitted and the heats are held 
on 5 March, 28 May, 20 August, at the 
Arts Theatre in Cronulla. They have 
a judge picks their favourites and 
the audience chooses as well. Actors 
turn up on the day and read from 
the scripts while moving. It’s a great 
way to improve script writing skills. 
Anyone using the facilities has to join 
the Cronulla Arts Centre for the year 
which costs $20. Anyone interested 
can contact Graham by email: 
<grahamyates1@bigpond.com>. 

Flash Fiction 
In our meetings, we have been 
exploring flash fiction, which is very 
popular in the USA and Japan, and 
there are numerous magazines and 
journals that will publish this type of 
fiction. It’s a great way to compress a 
world of meaning into the shortness 
of stories. This compression unlocks 
a dimension of experience that eludes 
us in other modes of writing.

We took part in a ‘99 words challenge’ 
(Australian Writers Centre, 11 April). 
Three key words are given which must 
be incorporated in the story, and a 
starter phrase or sentence. You can 
have a title which isn’t included in 
the word count. You have to have the 
courage to take risks with language 
and structure and tone of voice. In 
short, you have to deliver a swift 
literary punch in the reader’s gut!

Creative Writing for Schools
The SPARK Creative writing 
competition for Shire schools will 

be happening again this year. We 
have decided that the theme will be 
‘Other Worlds,’ which allows for a 
broad range of genre and ideas for 
students to work with. We already 
have members volunteer to take 
writing workshops for students on 
Wednesday afternoons at Gymea 
Technology High School. Judges 
will also consist of members and 
volunteer teachers. The winners will 
be announced, and the presentation 
will be held at our Writers’ Unleashed 
festival. 

Writers Unleashed Festival 
All our guest speakers and editors 
panels are now finalised for our 
Writers Unleashed Festival on 19th 
August. The Picture Book competition, 
run in conjunction with our festival 
is now closed. We received almost 
200 entries, the proceeds of which 
supports the running of the festival. 
Winners and runners-up will be 
announced at the festival. Please 
support our festival with your 
attendance. Tickets are available from 
mid-June. It’s a great opportunity to 
hear authors and publishers share 
their expertise on varied topics plus a 
chance to network with people in the 
writing industry. Don’t forget that the 
editor consultations are extremely 
popular and sell out very quickly, so 
don’t hesitate in booking in—this 
could be your big break!

We still have some copies available 
of our excellent short story anthology, 
Dreams of Home so if anyone wants 
to buy a copy, please email us: 
<sutherlandshirefaw@gmail.com>. 

Sylvia Vago

WOLLONdILLY FAW
Wollondilly Branch held its AGM 
in March 2016. All members of the 
committee stood down from their 
positions pending the appointment of 
the new committee. 

The newly elected committee 
members are: Narelle Noppert 
President, Rosemary Peters Vice 
President, Andrew Renalla Treasurer, 
Sandra Reynolds Secretary, Jean E 
Mills Publisher and Editor, George 
Petrovsky Publicity Officer, Sue 

cont.next page…
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Southwood Librarian and Glorya Gray 
Tea and Coffee Facilitator. 

Pam Ferrari was elected to the 
new position of Social Media Officer 
and has been doing an excellent job 
getting our Facebook Page up to 
date and running smoothly. George 
Petrovsky subsequently stood down 
as Publicity Officer as he is to move 
out of the area soon and Pam took on 
the role of Publicity and Social Media 
officer. 

IlluminARTe was held at Picton on 
29th April and it proved once again to 
be very popular; it continues to grow 
each year. 

Wollondilly Branch of FAW 
participated in this event again this 
year by having a stall in the Shire Hall 

where Books written by our members 
were for sale and proved very popular. 
A handout re the group and copies of 
our Scribblings newsletter were given 
to people who enquired about our 
organisation. There were a number of 
enquiries on the day and a number of 
people seemed very interested. One 
of these people attended our May 
meeting, which was held a week early 
in order not to clash with Mother’s 
Day. It is hoped others will attend our 
meetings in the future as a result of 
this event. We also had a raffle which 
proved very popular at the event.

Not only did this event make 
people aware of the Fellowship 
of Australian Writers and the 
Wollondilly Branch but it proved to 
be a profitable activity for the Branch.

Two of our valued members, Jan 
Whitten and George Petrovsky will 
shortly be moving and will on most 
occasions be unable to attend our 
meetings however they will remain 
members and will hopefully continue 
to contribute items to our monthly 
magazine Scribblings. We hope they 
will be able to occasionally visit the 
area and attend our meetings. They 
will be missed and we wish them well 
for the future. 

Sandra Reynolds 

WYONG FAW 
February 2017 Meeting

Our first meeting of the year was held 
in the St Cecilia's Church, Wyong due 
to renovations at our regular meeting 
place in the Wyong RSL. 

Mei-Ling Venning gave members 
encouragement in a talk about 
setting goals for 2017. Written goals 
are 42% more likely to be achieved. 
We were encouraged to set SMART 
goals: Specific, Measurable, Achievable, 
Relevant, Time bound. 

Members offered constructive 
critique of Margaret Young’s story 
about Vietnam.

Johan Luidens discussed his 
recently published book of poems 
which he has illustrated with his 
own photography. It is beautifully 
presented and has inspired our 
members. 

March 2017 Meeting
Our March meeting gave us an 
opportunity to bring short excerpts 
from books we have enjoyed, that 
demonstrate the passing of time. The 
Distant Hours by Kate Morton was 
one of the books from which a short, 
highly descriptive example was read. 

April 2017 Meeting
Mei-Ling Venning, shared aspects 
of descriptive writing with the 
members. To encourage us to develop 
our skills in this, our ten-minute 
exercise was a descriptive writing 
challenge on, ‘A woman walked into a 
doctor’s surgery’. The broad diversity 
of imagination amongst the members, 
was demonstrated as we read out the 
results of our ‘flash’ writing. 

Margaret Young shared the first 
draft of her book of poetry, From a 
Distance. 

Art and Writing: Karen Williams, 
a local Central Coast artist, and 
Wyong Writers liaised with the 
Tuggerah Lakes Art Society for an 
exhibition of their combined work in 
the Art House, May 4th–15th 2017. 
Three of Karen’s paintings were 
exhibited with short prose or poetry 
pieces for these, displayed alongside 
each painting. A flyer about Wyong 
Writers was also displayed.

Rose Fox 
o

At the wollondilly FAw stall at IlluminArTe in Picton are branch president  
Narelle Noppert (left) and Tea/Coffee Facilitator Glorya Gray.  

IlluminArTe light display. 

FAW Branch Reports
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Submissions to Poets Voice: 
If you would like to contribute to this page of Writers Voice, 
please send your poem to our honorary Poetry Editor, 
Shirley Goodbar for consideration. Send by email as a typed 
attachment to: <sgoodbar@theorchards.com.au>
Shirley needs to receive copy by the beginning of February, 
May, August or November, for inclusion in the March, June, 
September or December edition respectively. Please provide 
your name and FAW branch for publication. 
Please note, poems accepted for publication under the ‘Poets 
Voice’ banner will be deemed to have been published and 
therefore are not eligible for entry in FAW competitions. 

Poets Voice
For Harry
The child asks, eyes wide as pies,
whether I’ll be able to be by his
side after my inevitable demise?
But how to respond to a loved grandson 
without endangering his sense of fun?
If you aspire to play World Cup soccer
or to become a rock and roll star,
I’ll be the lucky bounce of the ball
or a memorable riff on your guitar. 
If you want to attain athletic fame
and are sprinting to catch a competitor
before the end of a measured track,
I’ll be that breath of wind you feel
pushing you along at your back.

© Jeremy Gadd 2016.
FAW Isolated writer

5:15 Summer Morning
Somewhere in the distance
 a rooster auditions
  for the role
   of a comic Pavarotti
Much closer
 an array of birds
  parody Question Time
 aggressively
A hint of the heat to come
 seeps into the bedroom
  where ancient aches
 are wrapped un apprehension
For a moment
 a sense of awe quiets
  the prattling birds
A new day shakes itself
 before emerging from its kennel.

Greg Tome 
Southern Highlands FAW

The Barrier
In the shadowed corner of the hall,
a pane of glass allows
a window to another wing,  
where distant people turn their backs
and go about their work, heads bent.
I found a woman there who looks
so very like
my mother.
It makes me long for her, 
and for times past.
Unreachable, she never speaks
but moves as one with me.
We meet there every day, communing silently,
until they move me on.
One day, they 
may understand.

Barbara Appleton
Wyong Writers FAW

The Tiger
(Panthera tigris) 

You posed some curly questions Mister Blake*
when you eloquently asked my forebear
who forged us? What incited God to make 
the ferociousness we would now forswear?  
You cannot see my painful mental scars;
the sparkling light of life has left my eyes;
no longer am I free behind these bars,
this cage inadequate for one my size.
Here I am left to dream of bygone days
when through the tangled jungle, I would roam
I see it now, but through a blinding haze
those carefree days when I was young, back home.
  Do not ask who created us and why—
 but ask, Who decimated us?—and sigh.
 *Tyger Tyger, burning bright, in the forests of the night; 
 etc by William Blake (1757—1827)

© Peter F Pike 
Liverpool FAW 
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Roundup

Dual Book Launch for North Arm Cove branch 

It was a red letter day in the Silver Dolphin room, Tea 
Gardens Hotel for North Arm Cove FAW members and 

guests Sunday, May 7, 2017 when they attended the 
launch of not one member's book, but two! 

Carrying out the official duty of launching FAW 
members Garry Boyd and Ron Stewart's books was State 
Member for Port Stephens, Kate Washington, herself a 
great reader and lover of books.

Congratulating Garry and Ron on their achievement 
Kate told the audience she always found reading a book a 
great way to wind down. 

'I encourage young people today to learn how books 
allow us to escape,' she said, 

A detective mystery, Bent Arm is Garry Boyd's sixth 
novel. Ron Stewart's Red Buddha is his second book 
about two boys growing up in the midst of the Chinese 
Cultural Revolution.

Garry and Ron both told the audience how they 
appreciated the encouragement and support of their 
North Arm Cove FAW fellow-writers.

At the close of the launch, as MC and secretary/
treasurer of the branch, I invited everyone to purchase 
a book or two and enjoy the afternoon tea provided by 
branch members. By all reports, sales were brisk! 

Maureen Kelly OAM

(l-r) Garry Boyd, Kate washington MP and ron Stewart  
at the combined book launch.  

Community Recognition Statement 
The extract below appeared in Hansard on Friday  

12 May 2017… great recognition of the FAW!  
Congratulations to branch secretary Maureen Kelly and 

members of North Arm Cove branch—Ed. 

NORTh ARM COVE  
FELLOWShIP OF AUSTRALIAN WRITERS

Ms KATE WASHINGTON ( Port Stephens ) ( 15:53 ): 

One of the many things I love about Port Stephens is 
its thriving artistic community, which includes many 
talented writers. Last week I joined the North Arm Cove 
branch of the Fellowship of Australian Writers for the 
launch of two of their latest books. I helped launch 
Garry Boyd’s sixth novel, a detective mystery set in the 
bush, entitled Bent Arm, and Ron Stewart’s second novel 
entitled Red Buddha, a story about two young men 
during the Chinese cultural revolution. The North Arm 
Cove branch is a vibrant group of 21 writers who meet 
monthly to share ideas and encourage new writers. They 
are a supportive, creative and friendly bunch, and very 
productive—between them they have published 18 
books. I congratulate all of the members and Ron Stewart 
and Garry Boyd on their new novels and I particularly 
congratulate the secretary and treasurer of the group, 
Maureen Kelly, OAM, on her commitment to fostering a 
creative community.

A message from the editor

Thank you so much for all the 
good wishes that have come my 

way following my recent illness—
received from every branch with their 
submissions for this issue as well as 
those published in the last issue. 

Thanks to Diane Pattinson, who put 
together the layout for March issue 
at short notice, assisted by FAW NSW 
state committee members Colleen 
Parker and Maureen Kelly. 

I am recovering slowly, thanks to lots of prayers and 
support from family and friends. A special thanks to 
my wonderful wife Bev, who tirelessly visited me in 
hospital every day for the best part of four months, then 
selflessly became my very competent carer during my 
convalescence at home. 

It is good to be back at the editor’s desk. 
Ken Driver 

Ken Driver

Vale 
Joy Bilish

Members of Port Macquarie 
Hastings branch were 

saddened to hear of the recent 
passing of long-time member 
Joy Bilish. 

This gracious lady joined our group in 1988. She was 
always willing to help on committees and served as 
President in 1991 and as Vice President and Secretary on 
other occasions. 

Joy, a lady with a cheerful disposition, always had 
words of encouragement and praise for other members. 

Her writings in our anthologies show a love of 
environmental matters and of nostalgia for the past, with 
her memories of early days on the outskirts of Sydney. 

Joy's sly sense of humour was evident in a Christmas 
skit she wrote on one occasion, featuring the 7 dwarfs 
as neither Walt Disney nor the original author ever saw 
them. 

We will miss the tall lady with a twinkle in her eyes.
Rest in Peace. 
Connie Jones

Joy Bilish, dec.
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Out and About with Trevar

Earlier this year Trevar visited his good friend Hazel Phillips, 
who wanted to pass on a hello to members who remember her 
as a previous guest speaker at the 2009 FAW Awards Luncheon. 

Catching up with Authors… 

I  recently had the pleasure of introducing well known 
author and TV personality Peter FitzSimons to an 

audience at Ingleburn Library. 

His talk was hugely popular on the night. The lady in the 
picture is a long time friend of mine, International Poet and 
Author Ludwika Amber, originally from Poland but now makes 
her home in Macarthur. 

Trevar

Trevar’s book review of Kathryn Berryman’s Erinland was 
published in the March 2017 issue of Writers Voice (p17). 

Pictured here at her book launch in February this year are 
Kathryn and Trevar. 

Kathryn, from Wahroonga in Sydney, together with her sister 
Deborah McMahon, compiled and published the memoirs of 
Marjorie Quinn in 2011, titled The Years that the Locust hath 
eaten. Marjorie was one of the founding members of the 
Fellowship of Australian Writers and Kath’s memoir became 
a defining historic record of the early years of the FAW. 

erinland is a fantasy novel that takes the reader on a journey 
in time back to the Viking era and the meeting of two modern 
day young people—both obsessed with virtual reality 
games—who are suddenly transported to the 9th century 
and find themselves on opposing sides during the Viking 
invasion of Ireland. 

The two main characters, Richard and Amy, meet as she is 
transported to 9th century Ireland and he becomes part of 
the Viking Irish raid from Norway. The story—thoroughly 
researched by Kath—is woven with Druids folklore, Irish 
mythology and Norse Gods. [See ‘Bookshelf’ back page—Ed.]

ERINLAND  
book launch

hello from hazel
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Book Reviews
Looking for Rose Paterson 

Jennifer Gall 

A recent radio guest of mine was Dr Jennifer Gall—
Assistant Curator, Documents and Artefacts, at the 

National Film and Sound Archive in Canberra, and a 
Visiting Fellow at the Australian National University 
School of Music. 

Her publications include In Bligh's Hand: Surviving the 
Mutiny on the Bounty, published by the National Library 
of Australia, for which she won the 2011 Barbara 
Ramsden Award. 

We spoke about her new 
publication Looking for Rose 
Paterson: How Family Bush 
Life Nurtured Banjo the Poet, 
published by the National 
Library of Australia. Rose 
Paterson was the mother 
of our famous poet Banjo 
Paterson. 

This is a lavishly 
illustrated book with 
wonderful reproductions of 
famous Australian paintings, sketches and extracts from 
many of Rose’s letters. 

Rose's life was lived under strained financial 
circumstances and a lonely life at Illalong Station near 
Yass. Hubby Andrew was often away leaving Rose in a 
slab house with seven children, often in harsh weather 
conditions. 

This is a view of Rose’s life between the 1870s and 
1880s mostly and we get to know the environment that 
shaped her son Banjo. Rose however lived and died 
without recognition beyond her family. Educated in 
Latin, Greek, German, and Italian , Rose married at 18, 
living a hard life on sheep stations and later moving to 
Gladesville where she died in 1893 at the age of 49. 

Rose was very vocal on women’s rights, well 
before her time. There are notes on childbirth, health, 
women’s education and rights and home life. Rose was 
an educated woman and her main confidant was her 
younger sister Nora. This book is a collection of 39 
letters written to Nora, with wonderful colour from 
flowers to maps, old photos of Banjo and his friends, 
plus many famous painting reproductions. It really is a 
unique window into the past. 

Rose was a writer herself, a talent passed on to Banjo. 
She had a great sense of humour and a love of literature. 
The letters were found in an old sea chest. 

There is a beautiful photo of Rose, found after much 
searching as no one seemed to have a photo of Banjo’s mum. 

This is a beautiful book, and an eye opener to Banjo 
Paterson’s talent which seems to have sprung in many 
cases from his talented but forgotten mother. Available 
in all bookshops now.

Reviewed by Trevar Langlands 

Watching from the Shadows 
Greg Tome 

I have done quite a lot of book reviews over time and 
I must say that reviewing poetry is always a difficult 

subject. Poetry means so many things to so many people, 
there is the love of free verse and then rhyming verse 
and there are often very strong opinions about it.

Greg Tome, a member of the Southern Highlands FAW, 
has recently published his book of verse called Watching 
from the Shadows: 92 pages of poetry ranging from 
music to nature, Anzac Day, war, school days, old age and 
much more.

There are many pictures from daily life which I am 
sure will resonate with the reader and make you stop 
and think a while.

Greg was a school teacher and I guess that gave him a 
great look at the younger ones growing and learning and 
certainly gave him good ammunition for writing.

I usually do not like to single too many poems out 
because what appeals to one more will not appeal as 
much to another. However there is a poem called ‘One 
life’s Detritus’ which I found really interesting and it 
is dedicated to the memory of Ann, age 47 years. It’s a 
most moving and interesting verse but you must read it 
for yourself and I am not going to give you a free read, 
you must get hold of the book.

This book is published by Ginninderra Press in 
Adelaide, a publishing house responsible for some very 
excellent work. 

Greg’s poem ‘School Excursion to the NGA’ provides 
an interesting look at Art and today; and ‘Memories of a 
Prisoner of War’ is a very moving piece. I hope you will 
enjoy the verse about a favourite musical instrument of 
mine—the Cello.

Thank you Greg for the opportunity to read and chat 
about the book and I do hope many more people will 
take the opportunity to buy the book and enjoy it.

The book is $20 and available from Ginninderra Press, 
also Amazon and the Book Depository 

Reviewed by Trevar Langlands
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More FAW history unveiled

I was so pleased to be involved in this 
book launch as president. 
Recently my radio guest was 

author Marilla North concerning 
the release of her huge book Yarn 
Spinners—a story in letters on the 
life and times of Dymphna Cusack. 

This book has had huge launch 
parties from Sydney to Newcastle, 
to the Blue Mountains etc. It is such 
an important look into this amazing 
woman’s life and our Literary history 
for the first time.

Marilla North was born in 
Newcastle NSW and has conducted 
research studies for the ABC and 
Australian Film, Television and Radio 
school. Marilla is also a freelance 
journalist and reviewer and teaches 
writing and literature skills. She 
has taught Australian literature 
to American students at Boston 
University’s Sydney program. Marilla 
is a great personality and a wealth 
of knowledge regarding the early 
Literary life of Sydney.

Dymphna was born in Wyalong 
NSW in 1902 and graduated from 
Sydney University, later working as a 
teacher until she retired in 1944. 

Dymphna wrote 12 novels, seven 
plays, three travel books, two books 
for children and one non fiction book.

Her collaborative novels were 
Pioneers on Parade with Miles 
Franklin and Come in Spinner with 
Florence James. The play Red Sky 
at Morning was filmed in 1944 
starring Peter Finch. The bio Caddie 
was filmed in 1976, a favourite of 
mine. The novel Come in Spinner was 
produced as a TV series by the ABC 
in 1989.

Following my radio interview I 
was privileged to be a guest at the 
launch of the Dymphna Cusack book 
at Sydney’s State Library, in my role 
of FAW President. There is much 
connection with Dymphna and the 
FAW as she was very involved with 
the Fellowship, as well as knowing 
personally many of our notable FAW 
members. The book launch was a 
huge success and the interviewer on 
stage was author Mary Moody.

Marilla has done huge research 
of this first part of Cusack’s life 
and this part one book of over 
500 pages should be of interest to 
FAW members as Dymphna was so 
involved with the FAW in its early and 
radical years.

Trevar Langlands Dymphna Cusack 1902–1981.  
Image source: Wikipedia. 

‘Yarn Spinners’ author Marilla North. 

L–r: radio presenter ruth robertson, Mary Moody, Marilla North and Trevar Langlands. 

Unlock the Writer Within 
Now selling for only $20  

(previously $30) 
For pick-up… 

Port Macquarie area: 
Phone Colleen 6583 3997 

Central Coast area: 
Phone Cate 0458 375 256 

Mail out available: 
Phone Maureen 0417 403 720 

or email  
<honsecretary@fawnsw.org.au> 
enclosing cheque $32 (incl p & h) 

made payable to  
Fellowship of Australian Writers. 
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Literary Achievements
BLUE MOUNTAINS FAW
Cynthia Hallam:
New Horizons 2017. A book of poetry published by 
The Ginnindera Press. 

EASTWOOd/HILLS FAW 
Anne Benjamin:
Saffron and Silk, Author in the Library, Blacktown Library, 
27 April 2017
‘I have access,’ ‘little girl,’ and ‘all those years,’ tanka in 
Gusts No. 25, Spring/Summer 2017
‘Spaces,’ tanka prose in Kokako 26, April, 2017
‘in the darkness’ and ‘earthen red clay’ tanka in Earth 
our Common Ground, an anthology, Editor Claire Everett, 
Skylark Publishing, 2017 
‘petals float’ tanka in A Temple Bell Sounds, 108 tanka from 
the first 21 issues of Eucalypt, Editor Beverley George, 
Pearl Beach, 2017
‘Memory’, second place in East-Hills FAW monthly 
competition, April 2017
Presenter, Workshop, ‘Before we start to write: 
background resources,’ March 2017. 
Erina Booker: 
Two Ekphrastic poems accompanying the craftwork 
of Pam Horstmann, who 'paints' with wool fibres, at a 
special exhibition of the Chester County Chapter of the 
Pennsylvania Guild of Master Craftsman, Lancaster, PA.  
For the first time, Ekphrastic poetry is a particular feature 
of the exhibition.
Laura Davis 
2 haiku in Kokako 26 
1 haibun in Kokako 26 
A haiku selected as the Featured Haiku on the Australian 
Haiku Society website. 
Carolyn Eldridge-Alfonzetti: 
A children’s verse novella ‘Around the Globe with Gramps’ 
accepted for publication by Celapene Press 
Short story ‘A Little Helper’ published in The School 
Magazine Orbit Issue 4 and delightfully illustrated by 
Gabriel Evans 
Short play ‘Beneath the Flower Show’ accepted for 
publication by The Australian Script Centre 
Two tanka accepted for publication by Eucalypt: a tanka 
journal. 
Short story accepted for Celapene Press Short and Twisted 
2017 anthology.
Beverley George: 
Tanka published in Cattails April 2017 [US] 
Haiku published Pulse: Voices from the Heart of Medicine 
March 31, 2017 [US] 
tanka sequence ‘Circles’ published in The Tanka Journal 
[Japan] no. 50 2017 
First Place Eastwood/Hills FAW Monthly Competition 
February 2017 for poetry 

First Place, with Simon Hanson, HPNC (Haiku Poets of 
North Carolina) Rengay Competition 2016 
Haiku in Mariposa 36 2017 [US]. 
Anne Howard: 
Equal Second in Pauline Walsh Annual Short Story 
Competition 
Presenter, Workshop, ‘Structured Verse—Building Various 
Forms,’ May 2017. 
Karen Lieversz: 
Two tanka accepted for publication in Eucalypt issue 22. 
Margaret Longhurst: 
Highly Commended for submission to Eastwood Hills 
Research Workshop Competition. 
Frances Moon: 
Second Place in Eastwood Hills FAW April Research 
Workshop.
David Terelinck: 
‘Fault Lines’ responsive tanka sequence with Carol Judkins 
in red lights Vol 13, No. 2 
Individual tanka in red lights Vol 13, No. 2 
Two tanka in Eucalypt 22 
‘Seduction’ tanka prose in the inaugural issue of 
International Tanka (Japan) 
Three tanka in GUSTS 25 
‘Between the Lines’ responsive tanka sequence with Mary 
Kendall in Skylark Vol 5, No. 1 
‘Endless Circles’ responsive tanka sequence with Michael 
Dylan Welch in Skylark Vol 5, No. 1 
Collaborative tankart with Carol MacRury in Skylark  
Vol 5, No. 1 
‘Shimmer’ tan renga with Beverley George & Kathy Kituai 
in Kokako 26 
‘Layers’ tanka prose in tanka anthology Earth: our common 
ground 
Two tanka in anthology Earth: our common ground 
Wrote back cover endorsement for more grows in a 
crooked row: tanka conversations of Angela Leuck and 
other Canadian poets 
Selected and edited tanka for April 2017 issue of cattails, 
the journal of the United Haiku and Tanka Society 
Wrote afterword for Margaret Dornaus's book Prayer for 
the Dead: Collected Haibun & Tanka Prose 
Wrote back cover endorsement for Carol Judkins first 
tanka collection, at the water's edge 
Judged the tanka section for the 2017 British Haiku 
Society Awards competition 
Gave key presenter workshop at Bowerbird Tanka 
Workshop in March on tankart 
Co-presenter with Beverley George of morning workshop 
session at Bowerbird Tanka Workshop in March 
One tanka in A Temple Bell Sounds, celebrating the first 21 
issues of Eucalypt: a tanka journal 
Runner up tanks for the Skylark’s Nest Award, Skylark  
5:1, 2017. 
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Julie Thorndyke: 
Waiting for the Night (picture book text), contract signed 
with Interactive Press 
‘Aftertaste’ (haibun) accepted for 9 Lives: A Life in 10 
Minutes Anthology, USA 
‘Aunt Becker’s Secret’ (creative non-fiction) published in 
Secrets from the Attic Hidden Timber Books. USA 2017 
‘Pansy and the Christmas Star’ (short story for children) 
accepted for A Christmas Menagerie, Christmas Press 
‘Houseboat’, Pauline Walsh short story award winner 2017 
‘Toby’s Ashes’ BLAST OFF—The School Magazine March 
2017, Issue No. 2 
2 haiku in International Women’s Haiku Festival: 
<jenniferhambrick.com/2017/03/20/international-
womens-haiku-festival-poems-by-julie-thorndyke/> 
1 tanka accepted for Ribbons Spring/Summer 2017 
2 tanka accepted for red lights June 2017 
Short story ‘The Cave’ published online in The Moon 
Magazine: <moonmagazine.org/julie-anne-thorndyke-the-
cave-2017-04-29/> 
Haiku published online in Haiku in the workplace April 5 
2017: <www.thehaikufoundation.org/2017/04/05/
haiku-in-the-workplace-auto-correct-or-spelchek/>. 

EUROBOdALLA FAW
Suzanne Newnham:
Author, Ethics of a Psychic Reading (2012 Balboa Press) 
multiple published short stories
Columnist, PnP Authors Promotional Magazine (health 
topics—chronic pain)
‘Ego is not a dirty Word, or is it?—a matter of Ethics’, 2017 
International Psychics Directory online p47 
Profile, ‘Patricia Evans, Boral’s first female accountant’, 
Boral News, Dec 2016 (70th anniversary), pp 6, 7.
‘The Criterion Hotel and its People’ (excerpt on David 
Sidney Evans & the Pearly Shells), Journal of the Moruya 
and District Historical Society, Vol 18, No 4, Dec 2016, 
p23—available from M&DH Society
‘You’re a healer so why can’t you heal yourself?’ Magical 
Goddess, issue 4, Nov 2016, pp 18, 19 
‘Suzanne’s Corner’ PnP Authors Magazine monthly column 
(health topics relating to chronic pain) since July 2015. 
Eileen Dillon-Smith:
Two poems, ‘National Treasure’ and ‘The Girl in the Straw 
Hat’ in The Olley Poems, an anthology of poems inspired by 
Margaret Olley and written by the Hunter Writers Centre 
4th Saturday Poets Group 2016–2017. 

FOREST FAW
Meg Dunn:
Short story, ‘A Writer’s Procrastination Diary’, published in 
Positive Words.
Pamela Mawbey:
Article about Aspergers, ‘Connect’, published in UTS 
magazine, Alumni. 

Gillian Williams:
Poem, ‘No Walk Today’, published in Seniors Magazine, 
March edition. 
Catherine Smith:
1 tanka in A Temple Bell Sounds, anthology of 108 Tanka 
from the First 21 Issues of Eucalypt, selected by the 
journal’s founding editor, Beverley George. 
Beatrice Yell:
1 tanka in A Temple Bell Sounds, anthology of 108 Tanka 
from the First 21 Issues of Eucalypt, selected by the 
journal’s founding editor, Beverley George. 

HUNTER FAW 
Jo Tregellis: 
Poem published in the collection Home is the Hunter by 
Catchfire Press 
Tanka in A Temple Bell Sounds, an anthology edited by 
Beverley George 
Two tanka in Eucalypt 21. 
Jan Dean: 
Took part in 3 sessions at the Newcastle Writers’ Festival: 
Jan read one of her poems from Watermark during the 
launch of Catchfire Press’ new anthology; she read two 
poems included in the publication at the launch of Hunter 
Writers’ Centre’s new anthology, The Olley Poems and 
launched Magdalena Ball’s new book of poems, Unmaking 
Atoms at the Presshouse.
Louise Berry: 
One of her poems titled ‘Veitchia Joannis’ was included in 
Red Door’s New Shoots anthology 
Two poems, ‘Lady in the Garden’ and ‘Dear Margaret’ incl-
uded in Hunter Writers’ Centre anthology The Olley Poems. 

ISOLATEd WRITERS BRANCH 
Vickie Walker: 
Highly commended for ‘The Piano’, which was selected for 
the latest Stringybark anthology, A Nice Boy 
Another story, ‘Tuo per Sempre’ won 1st place for the 
maritime theme section of the Eyre Writers Awards. 

LAKE MACQUARIE FAW
COrreCTION: In the December 2016 edition of Writers Voice, 
Achievements for members of Lake Macquarie FAW were 
incorrectly attributed to Hunter FAW. We apologise to both 
branches for this error.  

Glenys Buselli:
Published in Hunter Professional Arts Magazine, issue 1, 
Mar 2017–Apr 2017, poem ‘Summer’.
Alison Ferguson:
Published in Hunter Professional Arts Magazine, issue 1, 
Mar 2017–Apr 2017, article ‘Writing for pleasure’;
Published a historical biography with Backstory Press, 
A gentleman's daughter: the life of Harriet Mary Dowling 
(nee Blaxland) in India and Australia in colonial times 
(available through amazon.com).

cont. next page…
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Pam Garfoot:
Published in Hunter Professional Arts Magazine, issue 1, 
Mar 2017–Apr 2017, short story ‘Any other name’; 
exhibition review ‘Pet subjects’.
Elizabeth Horwitz:
Published in Hunter Professional Arts Magazine, issue 1, 
Mar 2017–Apr 2017, editorial ‘Many riches await us: 
embrace the journey’.
Tony Lang:
Published in Hunter Professional Arts Magazine, issue 1, 
Mar 2017–Apr 2017, memoir ‘On cars I’ve had and other 
strange memories’; poem ‘The dummy’ 
Engaged to talk on his books and his writing to a church 
group in July 
Continues to write a blog on his website, Lachlan Ness 
Writer <http://lachlanness.com>.
Linda Visman:
Published in Hunter Professional Arts Magazine, issue 1, 
Mar 2017–Apr 2017, poem ‘Sleep’.

LIvERpOOL FAW 
Peter F Pike: 
Publishing a book of sonnets ICONVERSE  
ISBN978-1-922050-02-1 
Appointed as one of the International Poetry Judges for 
Dr H Tulsi's Metverse Muse 
Two sonnets 'Lion' and 'Tiger' published in Metverse Muse, 
Triple Issue 44 to 46, India 
2017 will be the 24th year of publication of the monthly 
printed writers' magazine FreeXpresSion, which is now 
also published online  <www.freexpression.com.au>. 
Vindu Maharaj: 
Her debut novel Cultural Prison, subtitle ‘A daughter’s 
worth’ is a ‘book of courage’ for women victims [see 

‘Bookshelf ’ back page—Ed.] 
Short Story ‘Fast Food & Diet Company’ in FreeXpresSion. 
Eric Esber: 
Poem ‘Outback’ in FreeXpresSion. 
Rhonda W Rice: 
Poems ‘Dorothy’ and ‘Dear Mum’ in Poetica Christi 
anthology Hope Whispers. 

MACARTHUR FAW 
Cathy Hobson: 
Four articles: ‘Evelyn Follet Trophy Winners of 1950—
Deceased (Part Two)’, published in Airnews, the magazine 
of the Australian Women Pilots’ Association; and an 
article about Millicent Bryant (first female licensed pilot). 
Victoria Chie: 
Winner of March in-house short story competition on the 
theme of ‘Never Give Up’. 

NORTH ARM COvE FAW 
Garry Boyd:
Published his sixth novel Bent Arm, launched May 7, 2017.
Bob Bush:
Shared his poetry including ‘The Bugle’ at Lions Club, 
Raymond Terrace Diggers night prior to ANZAC Day. 
Lee Clayton:
Performed her own compositions at Teralba as a support 
to American singer/activist George Mann 
Performed her own compositions at Newcastle Writers 
Festival. 
Maureen Kelly, OAM
Elected State Hon Secretary for a further term at May's 
FAW Annual General Meeting. 
Gail Rust: 
Published her second book Silent Spaces, poems inspired 
by her visit to historical Agra Fort, India. 
Ron Stewart: 
Published a second book Red Buddha, launched May 7, 2017.
Joan Williams:
Two poems published in Myall Coast Messenger. 

pORT MACQUARIE HASTINGS FAW
Colleen Parker: 
Conducted a Publishing workshop at the Grassroots 3-Day 
Writing workshop held at Panthers club Port Macquarie 
in March. 

SUTHERLANd SHIRE FAW 
Antoinette Connolly: 
Accepted to the Independent Publishing Fair in Canberra 
Visiting schools with her book, The Fifth Planet, which is 
about to be released. 
Frank Maguire: 
Story ‘The Drawer and the Stone’ from anthology sent to 
Positive Words, April 2017. 
Julianne Miles-Brown: 
Panel member, Historical Novel Society Australasia ‘Meet 
The Author’, satellite event; ‘Follow that horse! All you 
ever wanted to know about researching, writing and 
publishing historical fiction’ for HNSA conference in 
Melbourne 8–10 September. 
Elaine Staples: 
Short Listed Certificate from Lane Cove Literary 
Competition, Short Story. 
Lynn Sutherland: 
Lionesses press releases 
FAW press releases 
2SSR publicity. 

SYdNEY CITY FAW 
Pip Griffin: 
Pip’s poems, ‘Papa Aroha again’ and ‘Stopover’ have been 
published in Poetry Matters, Issue 29, March 2017.

Literary Achievements
Lake Macquarie 
cont. from previous page 
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Competition Results
RESULTS: NORM MCvICKER 

YOUTH LITERARY AWARd 2017 

MUdGEE vALLEY WRITERS FAW

POETRY (58 entries): 
1st:  ‘Precious Recollections’, Brittany Doolan NSW 
2nd:  ‘Song of the Drover’, Rachel Goodwin NSW 
3rd:  ‘The Wolf’, Kaitlan Buckingham NSW. 
highly Commended: 
‘Ballad of the Drover’, Rachel Goodwin NSW 
‘A Pot from Damascus’, Freya Cox TAS 
‘Just’, Abby Strangward VIC 
‘It Will Be Okay’, Freya Cox TAS 
‘The Drover's Lament’, Rachel Goodwin NSW. 
Commended: 
‘A Confined Freedom’, Yehezq’ El Schuster QLD 
‘Journey to Australia’, Holly Kennedy NSW 
‘A Letter to Death’, Aiah Al-Saig QLD. 

PROSE (107 entries): 
1st:  ‘Letter to my Widow’, Erinn Branagh NSW 
2nd:   ‘Send Me Home, My Friends!’, Freya Cox TAS 
3rd:  ‘One Night in New Orleans’, Lilian Cao NSW. 
highly Commended: 
‘Amadee's Symphony’, Natan’El Schuster QLD 
‘Hope In A Woman’s World’, Natan’El Schuster QLD 
‘Ralphie’, Daisy Andrews NSW 
‘Nana Was a Stolen Girl’, Daisy Andrews NSW 
‘Jump’, Maddison Hincks NSW 
‘A Beautiful Disaster’, Natan’El Schuster QLD. 
Commended: 
‘Unspoken Words of Love’, Brittany Doolan NSW 
‘The Midnight Library’, Ines Simec NSW 
‘Hair-ribbon-blue Sky’, Freya Cox TAS 
‘Made With Love’, Natan’El Schuster QLD 
‘Home’, Bailey Schultz NSW 
‘Eucalyptus’, Ruby Adams NSW 
‘The Story of Jack Burns’, Isabella Baker NSW. 

SOUTHERN HIGHLANdS FAW 
MARGARET CECH WRITING COMpETITION 

[see story ‘Branch Reports’ Southern Highlands page 9] 

JUniOR ShORT STORY: 
Harper MacDonald for her Short Story ‘Home Sweet Home’  
Sophie Dean for Short Story ‘A Christmas You’ll Never Forget’. 

JUniOR POETRY: 
Alice West, 1st Place for ‘The Ducks’ 
Amelie Lynch, 2nd Place for ‘The Panda Girl’. 

SEcOndaRY ShORT STORY: 
Samantha Pilt,  1st Place for ‘The Mystery of the Singing Beast’ 
Hannah Reilly, 2nd place for ‘Blood Red’. 

adUlT ShORT STORY: 
Ron Jones, 1st Place for ‘The Lesson’ 
Kathryn Litchfield, 2nd Place for ‘Florence Mystery’. 

adUlT POETRY: 
Catherine Lynch, 1st Place for ‘Screens at Hyams Beach’ 
Wendy Dalton, 2nd Place for ‘Ode to the Highlands’. 

Margaret Cech Junior Short Story and Junior Poetry prizewinners. 
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more pixels are better! This image is 756 x 488 pixels (64mm wide at high resolution for print).

•	 Send the original image if possible 
•	 If re-saving as JPG, always choose ‘maximum’ or ‘best quality’ if intended for print 
•	 Let us do the cropping and resizing  
•	 For email attachments, option should be set to ‘Do not resize images’ (Windows Outlook) 

or ‘Actual Size’ (Apple Mail). Reducing image size in email destroys quality irretrievably. 

how many pixels in my image? 
Windows 10: In File Explorer, right-click on the image file, go to Properties, select Details tab 
and look at Image Dimensions (the number of pixels, width and height). Or, with the image 
open in Photos app, go to ‘See more’ (…), File Info, Dimensions. 
Mac OS: In Finder, right-click (or Control-click) the image file and select Get Info—pixel 
dimensions and color space are displayed under More Info. Or, open the image in Preview, 
select Tools, show Inspector (Command-i), General Info tab. Im

ag
e:

 iS
to

ck

Ken Driver

iT’S all abOUT ThE PixElS! 
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Writing Competitions
Closing date 9 June 2017: 

HuNtER WRItERS CENtRE 
GRIEVE WRItING COMPEtItION
In honour of Grief Awareness month (August).

Submit a 500 word story or a poem up to 36 lines.
Over $7000 in total prizes—full list of prizes here: 
<www.hunterwriterscentre.org/prizes.html> 
Over 150 works published in the anthology. 
Entry Fee $16.50 per entry. 
Entries close 8pm, Friday 9th June 2017.
For more details and to complete the relevant 
online Entry Form (Poem or Story), visit: <www.
hunterwriterscentre.org/grieve-project.html> 

Closing date 30 June 2017: 

HuNtER WRItERS CENtRE 
NEWCAStLE POEtRy PRIzE 2017

Judges: Eileen Chong and Kevin Brophy.

Entry Fee: $34 up to 200 lines.
Total prize pool over $22,000…
First prize: $15,000. Second prize: $5,000.
Third prize: $1,000. Commended Awards: $250
Local Award: $500. Harri Jones Memorial Prize  
(for a poet <35 years): $250. 
Hunter Writers Centre members’ award: $200.
Entries close 8pm EST, Friday 30th June, 2017.
For more details and to complete the online Entry Form, 
visit: <www.hunterwriterscentre.org/newcastle-poetry-
prize.html 2017> 

Closing date 30 June 2017: 

SCRIBES WRItERS ‘POEtIC LICENCE’ 
POEtRy COMPEtItION 2017 

Category A: traditional Verse 
Category B: Free Verse 
Theme: Open. Line Count: 60 Maximum (excluding Title). 
Prizes (each category): 1st $200; 2nd $100. 
Highly Commended and Commended Certificates at the 
judges' discretion. 
Entry Fee: $7 per entry per category. Entries must be post 
marked on or before closing date (30 June 2017). 
Entries should be addressed to: 

Scribes Writers Poetry Competition 
South Barwon Community Centre 
33 Mount Pleasant Road 
BELMONT VICTORIA 3216 

For full competition details, conditions, and ENTRY FORM 
visit the Scribes Writers website Poetry Competition page 
at <www.scribeswriters.com/poetry.html> and follow 
the links. 

Closing date 31 August 2017: 

tHE SOCIEty OF WOMEN WRItERS tASMANIA 
MARGOt MANCHEStER MEMORIAL 

SHORT STORY AWARD 2017
1st Prize $200, 2nd Prize $50 plus Highly Commended 
and Commended awards for stories up to 1500 words. 
Robyn Mathison Poetry Prize 2017 
1st Prize $200, 2nd Prize $50 plus Highly Commended 
and Commended awards for poetry up to 40 lines. 
Details from <wendylaing02@gmail.com> 

Closing date 1st September 2017: 

2017 tOOLANGI CJ DENNIS 
POEtRy COMPEtItION

hosted by  
The Singing Gardens of CJ Dennis, Toolangi

Prizes will be awarded for first, second and third in each 
category. Prizes will be awarded at the CJ Dennis Poetry 
Festival on Saturday 21st October 2017. 
CAtEGORIES (prizes in brackets: 1st/2nd/3rd): 
1.  Open Poetry  
(Marian Mayne Prize: $250/$150/$100) 
2.  Open Short Story  
(CJ Dennis Society Prize: $250/$150/$100) 
3.  Poems written by adults for children  
(Sponsor: Bendigo Bank: $250 / $150 / $100).  
There will also be a prize of $150 for the poem in this 
category chosen as the best by a group of local children.
4.  Primary school students:  
preps to grade 6 ($30 / $20 / $10)
5.  Secondary school students:  
years 7-12 ($50 / $30 / $20)
To obtain an ENTRY FORM, please write to: 

Toolangi CJ Dennis Poetry Competition  
c/o Toolangi Castella Community House  
PO Box 1323 
HEALESVILLE VICTORIA 3777.

CJ Dennis Poetry Competition RuLES: 
1.  Entries must be postmarked by 1st September 2017 

and paid for by a cheque or money order or direct 
deposit for $10 per adult entry (student entry is 
free) plus $3 in unused stamps with each entry form 
to cover the cost of sending the certificate(s) of 
participation and a copy of the anthology to every 
entrant.

2.  Cheques and money orders are to be made payable to: 
“CJ Dennis Society”. For multiple entries, please send 
one cheque or money order for the total fees. Or fees 
can be paid by direct deposit to “The CJ Dennis Society 
Inc”; BSB: 633000; Account No: 143129773  
Please use your surname as reference.

3.  No late entries will be accepted. Entries postmarked 
after 1st September 2017 will be returned to sender.
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Closing date 30 September 2017: 

SCRIBES WRItERS ‘SHORt tAKES’ 
OPEN LItERARy COMPEtItION 2017 

Category A: Fictional Short Story. (For the purpose of 
this competition, a fictional short story does not include 
Fan Fiction.) 
Category B: Memoir (For the purpose of this competition, 
a memoir is defined as an incident or series of related 
incidents from the writers own life. It is not a mini 
autobiography or an obituary.) 
Theme: Open. Word Count: 1000 Max. (excluding Title). 
Prizes (each category): 1st $200; 2nd $100. Highly Comm-  
ended and Commended Certificates at judges' discretion. 
Entry Fee: $7.00 per entry, per category. Entries must be 
post marked on or before closing date (30 September 
2017). Entries should be addressed to: 

Scribes Writers Prose Competition 
South Barwon Community Centre 
33 Mount Pleasant Road 
BELMONT VICTORIA 3216. 

For full competition details, conditions, and ENTRY FORM 
visit the Scribes Writers website Prose Competition page 
at <www.scribeswriters.com/prose.html>. 

NORMAL COMPEtItION CONDItIONS

Unless stated otherwise, these conditions apply to  
ALL WRITING COMPETITIONS (except ‘Writers World’)

• Entries should be submitted in English, using one side 
of A4 paper, typed double-spaced (except poetry) in a 
standard typeface (12 pt min.), using generous margins. 
No fancy fonts, clip art or decorations of any kind.

• NO names or addresses to appear on manuscripts. A 
separate COVER SHEET must be attached, containing 
the title of the entry, competition name, section 
category if applicable, word or line count, author’s 
name, address, telephone number and email address (if 
available). Title and page number (ONLY) of the entry 
should appear on each page of the manuscript.

• Entries must be original work and must not have won a 
cash prize in any other competition nor been published 
in any form, as at the closing date of the competition.

• Entries may be entered in more than one competition 
at the time of entry HOWEVER the entry must be 
withdrawn from any subsequent competitions if the 
writer is advised prior to the closing dates that the 
entry was successful elsewhere with a cash prize. 

• Cheques and/or money orders should be made payable 
to the organisers, unless otherwise stipulated. Multiple 
entries may be paid with one cheque or money order 

– do not send coins or stamps. 
• Copyright remains with the author. Entries will not be 

returned and will be destroyed after the announcement 
of results. 

• The judges’ decisions will be final and no corres-
pondence will be entered into. 

• If you require a copy of the results mailed to you, please 
send a standard DL-sized stamped, self-addressed 
envelope (SSAE) with your entry. 

These are general guidelines. For complete conditions 
relating to individual competitions, and to obtain entry 
forms (where required), contact the relevant competition 
organisers. 

4.  Entries will be accepted from authors throughout 
Australia and New Zealand.

5.  Entrants who are unfamiliar with the remarkable 
versatility of CJ Dennis’s work, whether poetry or 
prose, can find many examples collected by Perry 
Middlemiss online. As his prose is less well-known, 
here are links to two examples:  
<www.middlemiss.org/lit/authors/denniscj/
uncollected/timberland.html> and 
<www.middlemiss.org/lit/authors/denniscj/
newspapers/herald/1933/works/leaningback.html>

6.  Poems entered must have good rhyme and meter and 
there is an 80-line limit for each poem. There is a 500-
word limit for each short story.

7.  Each poem or short story entered must be the original 
work of the entrant and must not have been placed 
first in any other competition at the date of entry or 
published for profit. The aim of the competition is 
to encourage writing which celebrates the work of 
CJ Dennis and relates to Australia’s people, events or 
environment, either historical or contemporary. Limit 
of 2 poems per entrant per category and two short 
stories per entrant.

8.  Please send 2 copies of each poem or short story 
entered. 

9.  Each poem or short story should be typed on plain A4 
paper in 12 point Times New Roman-like or Arial-
like font, single-spaced and, if longer than one page, 
the pages must be numbered. If typing is a problem 
for the author, handwritten work will be accepted, 
provided the handwriting is clear and a black or 
dark blue pen is used. Do not include photos or 
illustrations and do not send email entries.

10.  The author’s name or other identification must not 
appear anywhere on the entry, only on the entry form.

11.  All entries must be written in English.
12.  Entrants must complete an entry form to accompany 

the entry or entries. 
13.  Copyright for all entries submitted remains with the 

author. Authors give permission to the CJ Dennis 
Society to publish their poem or short story in an 
anthology of short-listed entries to be published 
after the close of the competition and on the society’s 
website. There will be no payment (other than any 
prize money) made to authors of published entries.

14.  Please keep a copy of your poem or short story, as 
entries may not be returned.

15.  For entries selected for inclusion in any anthology, the 
publisher reserves the right to edit the works; any 
editing will be confined to correction of spelling and 
punctuation where warranted (no ‘corrections’ will 
be made to the use of slang).

16.  The judges’ decisions will be final and no 
correspondence will be entered into.

17.  Major prize-winners will be contacted before the 
Festival and their names announced at the Festival 
on the 21st October 2017. Prizes will be presented to 
winners at the Festival or posted if they are unable to 
attend.

18.  All entries to be posted to: 
Toolangi CJ Dennis Poetry Competition  
c/o Toolangi Castella Community House  
PO Box 1323 
HEALESVILLE VICTORIA 3777.

http://www.middlemiss.org/lit/authors/denniscj/uncollected/timberland.html
http://www.middlemiss.org/lit/authors/denniscj/uncollected/timberland.html
http://www.middlemiss.org/lit/authors/denniscj/newspapers/herald/1933/works/leaningback.html
http://www.middlemiss.org/lit/authors/denniscj/newspapers/herald/1933/works/leaningback.html
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Writing Competitions

Closing date 31 August 2017: 

2017 HILARIE LINDSAY YOuNG WRITERS
SHORt StORy COMPEtItION

FOR AuStRALIAN SCHOOL CHILDREN
Entries are sought in the following categories:
SECtION 1: years 10, 11 & 12 Up to 2500 words Prize $175
SECtION 2: years 7, 8 & 9 Up to 2500 words Prize $125
SECtION 3: years 5 & 6 Up to 1500 words Prize $100
SECtION 4: year 4 & under Up to 1500 words. Prize $50
The entry fee is $3.00 (please note that entries that do not 
include the fee will be disqualified).
Entries should be typed on A4 paper, double spaced in 
12pt font.
Entries may be sent as a PDF or word document to 
<compconvenor@fawnsw.org.au> (preferred method). 
Email must contain the entry, scanned entry form, and 
the Direct Deposit receipt number. Posted entries will 
be accepted, and should be mailed to the address on the 
entry form, and be accompanied by a cheque or postal 
order made out to The Fellowship of Australian Writers NSW. 
The details for direct Deposit are as follows BSB: 082-936 
Account No: 17238-9833 Account Name: Fellowship 
of Australian Writers. Please use the competitor’s name, 
and the competition name as the payment details (eg. 
J Doe Hilarie Lindsay), and note receipt number in the 
space provided on the entry form.
Entries must be student’s own work, unpublished and not 
having won any other Competitions at time of entry. 
Other than as stated here, Normal Competition Conditions 
apply [see page 23]. 
Closing date for the competition is 31st August 2017.
Winners will be announced at the FAW NSW Annual 
Presentation Luncheon in November.
Results will be published in Writers Voice and on the FAW 
NSW website.
ENTRY FORMS can be downloaded here (PDF 225K): 
<fawnsw.org.au/2017-hilarie-lindsay-young-writers-
short-story-competition-for-australian-school-children/> 
or by request to: 

The Convenor
FAW Hilarie Lindsay Young Writers Competition 
C/- 8/ 15–19 Gosford Avenue 
THE ENTRANCE NSW 2261

For more information:
Email: <compconvenor@fawnsw.org.au> 
Phone 02 4308 9356/Mobile 0458 375 256. 

Closing date 31 August 2017: 

FAW NSW MARJORIE BARNARD AWARD 2017
PRIZE: $500

CONDItIONS OF ENtRy: 
(Failure to comply with the following conditions will 
result in disqualification without refund)
1 The Award is for Short Stories up to 3000 words.
2 Entrants must be permanent residents of Australia.
3 Submitted entries must not have previously been 
published, nor be under consideration for publication. 
Entries may have been entered in other competitions but 
not won a monetary prize. Receipt of entry will not be 
acknowledged.
4 Multiple entries are permitted, a separate Entry Form 
must be submitted with each entry.
5 Entry Fee is $10.00 per entry. Only one cheque/postal 
order/direct debit is required for multiple entries.
6 Cheques should be made payable ‘Fellowship Aust. 
Writers’. Please DO NOt post cash.
7 The closing date is 31st August 2017.
8 Entries can be emailed (preferred method) to 
<compconvenor@fawnsw.org.au> or mailed to the 
address given below. Emailed entries to be either a PDF or 
a Word document. All entries must be accompanied by an 
Entry Form, and a Title Page. A cover sheet with the title, 
word count, and author’s details, may also be supplied.
9 Hand-written text will be disqualified.
10 the author’s identity must appear on the Entry 
Form and Cover Sheet ONLy. the author’s name must 
NOT appear on either the manuscript or the Title Page. 
11 Only page number and title of the entry is to appear 
on each page of the manuscript.
12 The results, and the judge’s report, will be emailed to 
all contestants after the Awards Luncheon in November. 
13 The author retains copyright to all work submitted, 
although prize-winning entries or a precis must be 
available for publication in the Fellowship’s bulletin 
Writers Voice and on the FAW NSW website. Unsuccessful 
entries will not be returned unless accompanied by a 
stamped, self-addressed envelope of appropriate size and 
postage. 
14 Entries must be original, creative and inspiring works 
which present to the audience an engaging work of 
literary excellence.
15 The judge’s decision is final and no correspondence 
will be entered into. There will be no individual appraisals.
16 FAW NSW reserves the right not to award any prizes if, 
in the judge’s estimation, no entries of sufficient merit are 
received.
17 Other than stated here, Normal Competition Conditions 
apply [see page 23]. 
THE WINNER will be announced at the Annual Luncheon 
to be held in Sydney in November. 
ENTRY FORMS can be downloaded here (PDF 2.4MB): 
<fawnsw.org.au/marjorie-barnard-short-story-
award-2017/> or by request to: 

The Convenor
FAW Marjorie Barnard Award, 
C/- 8/15–19 Gosford Avenue 
THE ENTRANCE NSW 2261

For more information:
Email: <compconvenor@fawnsw.org.au> 
Phone 02 4308 9356/Mobile 0458 375 256. 
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Writers World
Here is a wonderful opportunity to become a  

Published writer and assist in enhancing the variety  
of topics to be found in our regular bulletin. 

Writers World 
Guidelines for submissions:  

• 500 words maximum. 

• Stories may come from essays, articles or memoir extracts but 
must form a complete story—ie. have a beginning, a middle 
and an end.  

• Selection will take into account: Grammar, punctuation, 
suitability for WV readership, word count and presentation. 

• If your submission is accepted it will be stockpiled and only 
one published in each edition, with the others held over. 

• The author of each issue’s selected story will receive $20 for 
its publication in Writers Voice. 

NB: Once the publication fee is paid, that story cannot enter into 
a competition. However if it has already been in a competition 
then that is acceptable.

Send your submission via email attachment using the  ‘Contact 
Us’ form on the FAW NSW website <fawnsw.org.au>. Tick the 
‘Hon. Secretary’ box for forwarding and consideration by the 
editing committee. 

Destroying a Lifetime  
of Memories

David Campbell

It took us weeks to clear out the house. Two skip-loads 
of rubbish went to the tip. The Salvation Army took 

away twenty-six large cardboard boxes of bric-a-brac. 
Finally, some of the bigger items of furniture went into 
storage.

    In all, sixty years of my mother’s memories had to be 
sorted through. They represented forty years of marriage 
and raising a family, followed by a further twenty when 
she lived alone after my father died. But then, after a fall, 
she had to go into full-time care.

    Emptying the house meant folding back the years 
to unravel memories of childhood. Tiny black and white 
photos emerged from dog-eared albums, relics of a 
bygone era and the Box Brownie. My brothers and I stood 
in short-back-and-sides innocence and lumpy clothes, 
smiling awkwardly at the camera. 

    Then there were the movies, flickering and faded 
colour images in the old Super 8 format. We ran in long-
forgotten races, played football, cricket and tennis, and 
splashed our way through seaside holidays. My father 
usually wielded the movie camera, so my mother features 
in many sequences.

    There were books I had read as a kid still tucked 
away on shelves, and reminders of my grandfather’s 
eccentric taste in gifts: a hockey stick for a game I never 
played and a wickedly-toothed sword from a swordfish. 
My father’s Second World War army uniform, somewhat 
moth-eaten, still hung in a back cupboard.

    But these were mere curiosities, to be unearthed 
with a murmur of surprise and: ‘Hey, look what I’ve 
found! Remember when…?’ The house had not been 
‘mine’ or ‘ours’ for many years. We had all moved on 

and established homes of our own. It was very much my 
mother’s house, a symbol of her existence, for she had 
lived there since she bought it in the last days of the war. 

    So, in a way, we were disposing of a life. It was not 
just our collective memories that were being packaged up 
and scattered, it was those that belonged to her alone.  
We were intruding into areas about which we knew little 
or nothing.

    We found clothing and jewellery that she never 
seemed to have worn, some items several decades old. 
There were drawers full of still-wrapped gifts, boxes of 

newspaper clippings and cards and letters 
from strangers. My mother was a great 
correspondent and wrote regularly to 
people she had met on various overseas 
trips. Unable to master an electric 
typewriter, and completely baffled by a 
computer, she painstakingly tapped out 
her letters on an old manual machine that 
produced a distinctive mix of red and black 
lettering.

    And those people, most of them 
unknown to us, had responded.

   That is the saddest part of the job we 
had to do, for we were erasing memories 
that were not ours. Every item, each 
memento and piece of furniture, carried 
with it my mother’s unique memories. And 
now that she has died, they are lost forever.  

o
Image: iStock
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banKSTOWn WRiTERS
1st Saturday – 1.00 to 4.00 pm
Banksia Room,  
Revesby Workers Club
Enquiries: Carney Vaughan 4268 5383

blUE MOUnTainS 
WRiTERS FaW
1st Sunday – 1.45 to 4.45 pm 
Springwood Court Function Room, 
133 Macquarie Rd, Springwood. 
Enquiries: Kerry Healey-Binns (Pres.) 
02 4782 5294. Email:  
<healbinn@bigpond.com>
Facebook page:  
Blue Mountains Writers FAW

cEnTRal cOaST FaW
[This branch closed in April 2017]

EaSTWOOd/hillS FaW
1st Saturday – 1.30 pm
Pennant Hills Community Centre, Cnr 
Yarrara & Ramsay Rds, Pennant Hills
Enquiries: Elizabeth Collins   
(Pres.) 9873 2941 
Email: <elizabeth.ac3@gmail.com> 
or Sally Lewry (Sec.) 0448 878 856 
Email: <dslewry@bigpond.com>
Web: <hillsfaw.wordpress.com>

EURObOdalla FaW
1st  &  3rd  Wednesdays–
10.30am to 2.30pm and  
1st Tuesday 6.30–8.30 pm
McKay Centre, Page St, Moruya. 
Enquiries: Rosie Toth 0437 627 756 
Email: <rosietoth102@gmail.com>
Web: <www.eurobodallawriters.org>

FOREST FaW
3rd Saturday – 2.00 pm
Forest Community Arts Centre 
Darley Street, Forestville. 
Enquiries:  
Maggie Gowanlock 9948 3882 
PO Box 248, Balgowlah NSW 2093

GREaT laKES FaW
2nd Friday – 1.00 to 4.00 pm 
Forster/Tuncurry Memorial 
Services Club, Strand Street, Forster. 
Enquiries:  
Christine Hayes 6555 9904
or post, Mrs Hermione Browning, 
15 Eden Place, Tuncurry 2428 

GRiFFiTh RivERina FaW
Last Thursday – 6.30pm
Multicultural  building
Bana Ave, Griffith
(Between courthouse and park). 
Enquiries:  Marilyn Sayer 0488 444 951
Email: <mazysayer@icloud.com>

hUnTER FaW
1st Wednesday – 10.15am
Dining Room of Sydney Junction 
Hotel, Beaumont St., Hamilton
Enquiries: Luciana Croci (Pres.) 
0439 601 351 or Christine 
Brotherson (Sec.) 4969 7794 

iSOlaTEd WRiTERS FaW 
This group of writers do not meet in 
person but keep in contact through 
Carolyn Cash, their Convenor, either 
through the state FAW website 
<fawnsw.org.au> or email  
<isolatedwriters@fawnsw.org.au>
See inside back page for full details 
and guidelines.

laKE MacQUaRiE FaW
2nd Saturday – 2.00 to 4.00pm
Toronto Community Centenary Hub, 
97 The Boulevard, Toronto.
Enquiries: 
<lakemacfaw2@gmail.com>
Facebook: 
<www.facebook.com/LakeMacFAW>
Website: 
<lakemacfaw2.wordpress.com/>
Twitter: @lakemacfaw2 
Instagram: #lakemacfaw2

laMbinG FlaT  
(YOUnG)
2nd Monday – 5.30 pm
Catherine McAuley Hall, Young. 
(Retirement Village, off 
Demondrille Street.)
Enquiries: Ted Webber (Pres) 
0459 707 728 or Email: 
<juneted@yahoo.com> 
Branch email: 
<lambingflatbranchfaw@ 
hotmail.com>

livERPOOl FaW 
2nd Saturday – 1.00 to 4.00pm 
Dr Pirie Community Centre 
Cnr Bigge & Moore Sts, Liverpool. 
Enquiries: Rick Vincenti (Pres.)
0404 496 776. Email: 
<president@faw-liverpool.org.au> 
or Rhonda Rice (Publicity) 
<secretary@faw-liverpool.org.au>
Web: <www. faw-liverpool.org.au>

MacaRThUR FaW
3rd Sunday – 1.00 pm
Campbelltown RSL Club  
(Jade Room), Carberry Lane. 
Enquiries: Margot Shugg 
Email: <margotshugg@aapt.net.au>

MOOcOObOOla FaW
3rd Thursday – 1.30 pm
Gladesville Library 
Pittwater Road, Gladesville. 
Enquiries: Brian Rutter 9817 5508 or 
John Egan 9799 3077 / 4464 1719 
Email: <jeganjr@hotmail.com>

MUdGEE vallEY FaW
2nd Tuesday – 12 Noon
Club Mudgee, Mortimer Street. 
Enquiries:  Jill Baggett 6372 0743 
PO BOX 356, Mudgee 2850 
Web: <mudgeevalleywriters.
wordpress.com>

nORTh aRM cOvE FaW
3rd Thursday – 6.30 pm
Community Centre, The Ridgeway, 
North Arm Cove. 
Enquiries: Maureen Kelly 4997 3237
22 Promontory Way, 
North Arm Cove NSW 2324
<thecovenews@exemail.com.au>

nORTh ShORE [FAWNS] 
[This branch closed in March 2017]

PaRRaMaTTa FaW
1st Saturday – 12.30 pm
Room A Level 2, 1 Fitzwilliam Street 
(RAFFLES building next door to the 
library and across the road from 
Parramatta Station). 
To gain access to the 2nd floor ring the 
Secretary, Lyn Leerson 0421 188 770.

PORT MacQUaRiE-
haSTinGS FaW
Last Saturday – 1.00 to 4.00 pm
The Mac Adams Music Centre 
33 Lord Street, Port Macquarie 
[behind the Players Theatre]  
Enquiries: Colleen Parker (Pres.)  
6583 3997, PO Box 67 Port 
Macquarie NSW 2444
<parkerpattinson2@bigpond.com>

PORT STEPhEnS FaW
3rd Thursday – 10.00 am
Tomaree Library, Salamander Bay 
Enquiries: 
Christine Gregory (Pres.) 4982 2004 
Email: <gregorywrite@bigpond.com>
Web: <portstephensfaw.snappages.
com>

ShOalhavEn FaW
2nd Saturday – 10.00 am
Meeting Room, Arts Centre
Berry St, Nowra (next to Library). 
Enquiries: Jennifer Dickerson (Pres.) 
Mobile: 0412 530 434
Email: <jdickerson@shoal.net.au> or
<info@fawnswshoalhaven.org.au>
Web: <fawnswshoalhaven.org.au> 

Branch Meetings and Contacts
SOUThERn hiGhlandS
2nd Saturday –10am to noon 
The Henrietta Rose Room, 
Bowral Library. 
Enquiries: Barb Angell (Sec.)
Phone and SMS: 0417 192 055
Email: <fawshinfo@gmail.com>
Web: <fawsh.wordpress.com>

STROUd WRiTERS
Fortnightly Thursdays  
9.00 am to noon 
Stroud Library, Church Lane.  
Enquiries: 
Dianne Foster 4994 5727 
c/- Stroud Library – GLLS
12 Church Lane, STROUD NSW 2425
Email: <stroudwriters@gmail.com>

SUThERland ShiRE FaW
Last Saturday – 12.30 pm
Sutherland Library, meeting room 1
30–36 Belmont St, Sutherland 
Enquiries: 
Sylvia Vago (Pres) 9501 2348 
PO Box 602, Sutherland 1499 
Email: <sutherlandshirefaw@ 
gmail.com>
Web: <sutherlandshirefaw.weebly.com>

SYdnEY ciTY FaW
3rd Friday – 4.00 pm
Sydney Mechanics School of Arts, 
1st Floor, 280 Pitt Street. 
Enquiries: John Clarke 8920 8690 

WOllOndillY FaW
2nd Sunday – 1.00 pm
Tahmoor Community Centre,  
6 Harper Close, Tahmoor.  
Enquiries: Sandra Reynolds (Sec.) 
4684 2142 or 0409 066 770
Email: <wollondillybranch.faw@
gmail.com>

WYOnG WRiTERS
4th Saturday – 1.30pm
Wyong RSL Club, 
Cnr. Margaret St and Anzac Ave. 
Wyong.
Enquiries: 
Mei-Ling Venning (Pres.) 4333 7489  
85 Oaks Road, Shelly Beach 2261 
Email: <meilingvenning@ 
hotmail.com> 
Web: <www.wyongwriters.org>
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Fellowship of  
australian Writers 
nSW inc.
ABN 59 557 152 715

General correspondence: Hon. Secretary, FAW NSW Inc.  
22 Promontory Way, NORTH ARM COVE  NSW  2324

Internet: <www.fawnsw.org.au>
Facebook: <www.facebook.com/FAWNSW>

ABOUT THE FAW
The aims of the FAW are: 

• to foster and endorse the growth of Australian writing 

• to promote excellence in writing 

• to encourage writers, and those interested in writing, to join 
the Fellowship and enjoy the support, help and knowledge of 
members 

• to expand the Fellowship across the State 

• to provide an organisation to assist writers unable to attend 
Branch meetings 

• to take the Fellowship into the 21st century and take advantage 
of technology and its new role in writing and publishing. 

Branch Meetings
The branch fellowships hold regular meetings; conduct workshops 
and tutorials; hold writing competitions and publish anthologies 
of members’ work. Visitors are most welcome to attend meetings 
or to contact the Fellowship through their respective branch (see  
opposite page) or by contacting the FAW NSW State body (as above).

FAW  ISOLATEd WRITERS BRANCH
MEMBERShIP ENqUIRIES:

Carolyn Cash, Isolated Writers Convenor  
Fellowship of Australian Writers NSW  
PO Box 429, Caringbah NSW 1495 
Email: <isolatedwriters@fawnsw.org.au>

MEMBERS’ AChIEVEMENTS:
The Editor, Writers Voice
65 Barbara Boulevard, Seven Hills NSW 2147
Email: <wveditor@fawnsw.org.au>

AFFILIATION FEES:
FAW NSW Affiliation Fees are due 31 December 
each year. 

Isolated Writers: $46.00 pa
Under 21/Youth Rate: $23.00 pa
Overseas Members: $51.00 pa

Mail subscriptions to the FAW State Treasurer Kay 
Bakon (see page 2 for address). Make cheques/money 
orders payable to Fellowship of Australian Writers and 
enclose SSAE for receipt if required.   

ELECTRONIC ROUND ROBIN (ERR):
This consists of manuscripts submitted by members, 
sent as email attachments for reading and comments 
by other members. They are collated and at least two 
parcels of the manuscripts are sent to members as listed, 
who in turn read, comment and send them on. The 
last person on each list sends the parcel back, at which 
time the items are reviewed with comments and each 
manuscript returned to its author. Poems, articles, short 
stories, plays and chapters of books are acceptable. 

Please limit your submissions to:
• 1 short story, maximum 5,000 words, or
• 2 short stories, total maximum 5,000 words, or
• 1 article of similar length, or
• 3 poems (or 1 poem, maximum about 80 lines), or
• 1 chapter of a book in progress (of reasonable 

length).

These guidelines are flexible. A comb ination of several of 
the above can be offered if the items are only short. 

Apart from your comments, your contribution to the 
scheme is no more than the time required to send 
the parcel of manuscripts on to the next person on 
the list—a small price to pay for the value that can be 
derived from others’ constructive remarks on your work.

ERR Closing Dates
The ERR closes at the end of each month.

ERR Submissions  
Send your submissions to the ERR coordinator,  
Brian Armour.  Email: <isolatedwriters.err@gmail.com>

The Fellowship of Australian Writers
inTERSTaTE bRanchES

victoria: 
Fellowship of Australian Writers (VIC) Inc.
6-8 Davies Street, Brunswick Vic 3056 
VENUE: The Hive Creative Centre,  
53 Summerhill Road, Reservoir VIC. 3073. 
Phone: 03 9478 1942
Email: <president@writers.asn.au>
Web: <www.writers.asn.au> 

Tasmania: 
Fellowship of Australian Writers (TAS) Inc. 
PO Box 234, North Hobart TAS 7002 
Phone: 03 6234 4418
Web: <www.fawtas.org.au> 

Western australia: 
Fellowship of Australian Writers (WA) Inc.  
PO Box 6180, Swanbourne WA 6010 
Phone: 08 9384 4771 
Email: <admin@fawwa.org.au>
Web: <www.fawwa.org.au>

Queensland: 
Fellowship of Australian Writers Queensland (FAWQ) 
Email: <fawqwrite@gmail.com>
Web: <www.fawq.com.au> 
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RECENTLY PUBLISHED BOOKS FOR SALE
Please send updates and details for inclusion – or deletion – in this section 

of writers Voice to: <wveditor@fawnsw.org.au>  or mail to:  
The Editor, Writers’ Voice, 65 Barbara Boulevard, Seven hills NSW 2147

For the FAW NSW website, members should also send a cover image and 
blurb to the webmaster:  <webmaster@faw.nsw.org.au> 

The FAW Bookshelf web page address is:  <http://fawnsw.org.au/bookshelf/>

KAThRyN BERRyMAN   erinland 
A fantasy novel. Two troubled young adults find themselves key players 
in a deadly game that spans the 21st century and the Viking Age.
Amy, finding it difficult to ‘fit in’, becomes increasingly obsessed with 
the virtual reality game Erinland. The VR characters and the mist of Erin 
begin to invade Amy’s dreams and her waking moments. She finds herself 
drawn into Erinland in 9th century Ireland. Amy becomes part of this 
mystical world as she joins in the struggle to defeat the Viking raiders.
Richard has a complicated home life and feels he doesn’t belong 
anywhere. A series of events finds him desperate and living on the 
streets, where he finds himself dragged into 9th century Norway by 
Viking warrior. Richard finds acceptance with the Vikings and joins 
them on a colonisation raid to Ireland. 
10% of every copy sold will be donated to support Father Chris Riley’s 
‘Youth Off the Streets.’ 
ISBN 9781925530001. $25.00 with free postage (within Australia). 
Also available as a Kindle eBook and from Amazon Print-On-Demand. 
<www.kathrynberryman.com>
GREGORy TOME  watching from the Shadows 
This poetry book by Southern Highlands FAW member Greg Tomes 
has been published by Ginninderra Press. It can be ordered by logging 
onto the Ginninderra Press website. RRP $20 plus $7 for packaging and 
postage. Print and e-book editions are also available through Amazon 
Book Depository and other online booksellers. 
PORT MACqUARIE hASTINGS FAW  Heartbeat of the Hastings 
This anthology is a collection of tales of some of our community’s 
selfless volunteers who are the heartbeat of our Port Macquarie 
community and of some who are the arteries to the rest of the world. 
It is a suitable gift for Mother’s Day, birthdays and Christmas as it tells 
the stories of the causes and communities in which the volunteers 
participate. 
The local CWA, Riding for the Disabled and Sailability (Sailing for the 
Disabled) perform many miracles in their day-to-day operations. A 
women’s health clinic in Nepal, Mercy Ships off the west coast of Africa 
and construction work on a small island off Vanuatu are some of the 
offshore volunteering that is performed by our wonderful Aussies. 
This B5, full colour book is available for purchase at $20 + postage if 
required. Contact Colleen Parker at <parkerpattinson2@bigpond.com>.
VINDU MAhARAJ  Cultural Prison
Vindu’s debut novel Cultural Prison, subtitle ‘A daughter’s worth’ is 
on sale for $29 retail, but for FAW members, $25 plus postage either 
through Liverpool branch or directly from her. Vindu’s email address: 
<vkmaharaj@hotmail.com> The book has been launched in Fiji and 
Australia, and is a ‘book of courage’ for women victims.  
PAMELA KING  Angel with Drumsticks
This is the story as it was told to the author by Angelo Ferrari, drummer, 
singer and founder of the Italian Beat rock group Angel and the Brains. 
After recounting how the band was formed and its music ambitions, 
it continues to tell the true story about the aftermath of La Messa Dei 
Giovani (La Messa).
La Messa was conceived to fulfil the desires of the Vatican II to make 
the Catholic Church more appealing to young people but, because of 
resulting bitter and vicious arguments within the church and the media, 
the Vatican took a course of action that was inconsiderate, hurtful and 
cold hearted.
The story describes how these young musicians, who had responded to 
an invitation from the church to perform the first rock mass in Rome 
had their fledgling careers destroyed by the Vatican.
The reader will discover that many articles written in recent years 
are wrong in their descriptions of what happened following La Messa 
and falsely acclaim the event as being a successful innovation of the 
Catholic Church at the time.
Purchase information is available from the website <www.pam.id.au>.

AUDREy J. COLE  The recipient
Audrey J. Cole is a registered nurse and a writer of thrillers set in Seattle. 
Although born and raised in the Seattle area, Audrey now lives with her 
husband and daughter in Port Stephens, Australia. Her debut thriller, 
The Recipient, is the first book in a series of Emerald City Thrillers and 
is available from June 13 on Amazon and from Harry Hartog Bookseller 
at Westfield Kotara in Newcastle NSW. 
A year after serial killer Michael Rhodes is executed and allowed 
to donate part of his brain as an organ transplant, Sergeant Wade 
McKinnon gets called to a murder scene that shares uncanny 
similarities to those of the late Michael Rhodes. Elle is overjoyed when 
her husband, Brian, gets a second chance at life when he receives a 
partial brain transplant after suffering a debilitating stroke at the age 
of thirty-seven. Their lives seem to return to normal, but Elle notices 
a disturbing change in Brian’s behaviour. When Elle learns that her 
husband’s brain cell transplant came from Michael Rhodes, she fears 
that Brian now has the mind of a serial killer.
Email: <contact@audreyjcole.com> Website: <www.audreyjcole.com>
SUThERLAND ShIRE FAW  Dreams of Home
Dreams of Home is a home-grown collection by talented writers at 
the Sutherland Shire branch of the Fellowship of Australian Writers. 
The collection is in partnership with ‘SPARK’ High School’s Writing 
Competition, featuring the junior and senior winning entries. The book 
is available for purchase at $15—please contact <sutherlandshirefaw@
gmail.com> for further details. 

MARGARET GOWANLOCK The Best School of All
The commemorative book, The Best School of All, has a strong appeal 
to those who enjoy reading memoirs. While the subject matter of this 
handsome, hardback publication belongs to the life-span of a Sydney 
State school, Cremorne Girls High School, the major focus is on the 
memories and life stories of its students and staff. This social history 
covers stories from foundation pupils in 1926, to the memories of those 
who were among the throng who marched across Sydney Harbour 
Bridge in 1985, to protest against the Government’s shock decision to 
close the school. Some have extraordinary stories to share: survival 
during the Depression years; traumatic experiences as nurses in 
war-torn England during WWII; the adjustment of migrants to life in 
Australia after fleeing from their homeland. Read exhilarating stories 
of academic success, recognition in the world of literature and the 
arts, and heartwarming accounts of women who have reached out to 
improve the lives of underprivileged children. 
The 424-page coffee table book is richly illustrated with more than 
400 photos, many in colour.  Order online at www.thebestschoolofall.
com or contact the author on (02) 9948 3882. 

FAW NSW  Unlock the writer within
Unlock the Writer Within is a resource guide book developed by the 
Fellowship of Australian Writers NSW Inc, members, who share 
their successful writing techniques. Covers over 100 genres. Short 
story, crime and romance as well as poetry, articles, memoir and 
family history. Ebook help and guidance, editing, punctuation and 
grammar explanations and exercises through to the publishing 
minefield which includes literary agents, query letter sample, 
copyright, ISBN and CiP and barcode requirements. It helps the 
writer deal with rejection and turn that negative into a positive. 
Over 400 pages—now reduced to just $20—plus postage $12. 
Order from the FAW Hon. Sec. Maureen Kelly, 22 Promontory Way,  
North Arm Cove 2324 <honsecretary@fawnsw.org.au>. 

http://www.pam.id.au

